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on the 3d of December, and that the first copies | 


were returned on the 16th. By conversing with 
those who have heretofore done the public print- | 
ing, I am informed that this is about the usual | 


time—that is, from eight to eleven, or fifteen days || 


the documents are deliver- 
I said in two weeks. I 


from the time at whic 
ed to the public printer. 


had also intimated that a similar delay had taken | 


place as regarded other documents. I cannot as- 
certain the dates at which other documents were 


usually delivered; but by inquiring of those who || 


are engaged in the folding-room, I learn that they 


generally come in as i as the holydays; and || 
l 


that the folders are usually engaged during the 
holydays in folding them. This year the holydays 
came, so far as all practical purposes are concern- 
ed, several days later than usual; because the ses- 
sion commenced on the first day of the month, 
whereas in some years it does not commence until 
the 6th or 7th—the first Monday not happening 
until then; so that the holydays were, compara- 
tively speaking, one, two, or three days, at the | 
least, later than usual. 


| stated the other day that there had been great de- 


more to say, for which I hope I may have the in- 
dulgence of the House. I have already said that, 
personally, I pay no regard—that I have little or no 
feeling—in relation to disrespectful language, let it 
come from a newspaper or any other source. | 


' submit the question for the consideration of the 
| House. 


It is for the House to pass upon it. It 
is simply this: whether the officers of the House— 


|| elected by the House—dependant upon it, and sus- 
| tained by its support and patronage—are to be jus- 


tified in making an attack upon any member who 
dares to rise in his place here, and institute an in- 
uiry into the manner in which they discharge 
theis duties ? > 
I have one word to say in relation to the printers 
of the last Congress, (Messrs. Blair & Rives.) I 


| lay in the delivery of the President’s Message last 


| year. 


But at that time I knew that the fault was 


| not the fault of the printers, but of the House, and 
| of the policy which had been adopted by it in re- 


Some further interruption took place on a point || 


of order, raised by Mr. McCONNELL,;; after 
which— 


| them. 


Mr. H. proceeded. The report of the Secretary | 


of the Treasury at the last session was delivered | 
to the printer on the 16th, and was returned on the 
18th; and I now submit to the House whether the 
statement I made is not sustained by this fact, that 


these documents have usually been delivered within || 


afortnight. And this is one of the charges of false- || 
hood that is brought against me. 
Lam not disposed to detain the House on this 
subject; and I declare, Mr. Speaker, to you and to | 
the House, that personally I have no feeling at all 
in relation to it. | 


any other paper I simply rose to call the atten- || 
tion of the House to the subject; and the light | 
in which I view it is this: an officer of this || 
House—for so, I suppose, I may call the public 
printers, for I perceive that they take the liberty 
of walking within the bar and select some of the |) 
most conspicuous seats in the House, and are | 
usually, I presume, regarded as officers—an offi- | 
cer of this House is supposed ai numerous mem- | 

| 


bers to be delinquent in the discharge of his duty; 
a member rises in his place, and submits a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, to ascertain why there has been | 
delay in furnishing the printed documents, or | 


whether there has been any. The question I wish || 
to submit is this: Will the House, when one of its || 


officers is called to an account—if an inquiry is 
instituted in relation to the discharge of his official | 
duty—tolerate and justify that officer in attempting | 
to browbeat the member and stifle the inquiry? It 
is but a few days since that some remarks were 
made in relation to the door-keeper, on the subject | 
of folding, and that some imputation was made on 
him. Suppose he had come out in a newspaper 
and denounced the member who had the daring or 
impudence to call him to account; or suppose 
ta member complains of one of the little mes- 
Sengers, that he is dilatory, or negligent: will the 
ouse tolerate that the person—an officer of this 
ouse—when thus civilly called to account, shall 
attack the member who does it, thus virtually at- 
tacking the House itself? 
If such things are to be tolerated, we shall ina 
short time come to this: that the officers of this 
House—the pensioners of the Government—shall 
dictate to the House, and to its members, the course | 
€y must pursue, and the language they must ut- 
ter; and that if any member shall have the inde- 
pendence to pee his own convictions, or to offer 
a resolution of inquiry as to the manner in which 
certain duties have been discharged, he must expect | 
to be attacked, bullied, and browbeaten. 
ask no protection from the House. I repeat 
that I care nothing personally about these scurril- 





I care nothing about any remarks || 


of this character, whether they appear in this or || sachusetts [Mr. Hupson] contended, this subject | 


|| would override every other question. 


lation to inquiry. And although this article seems 
desirous of enlisting the sympathies of the printers 
of the last Congress, I say now—as I believe I said 
then—that I had no imputation to make upon 
I believe the delay—and gross delay there 
Was in some cases—was not tc be attributed to 
them, but to the policy which the House itself had 


'| adopted. 


Beyond this I have no remark to make, nor any 
proposition to offer. Let the House do as it 
dleases, 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and said that, in connexion | 
with this subject, he desired to offer a resolution. | 
Mr. McCONNELL objected, he said, to the in- 
troduction of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER said that, as a question of privi- 
lege, if it was such as the gentleman from Mas- | 


The resolution was then read as follows: 
Whereas John P. Heiss, a person in the employ- 


| ment of this House, having in a newspaper charged 





|| gentleman from Maine was a privileged question, 
| and the other was a question of privilege, and must 





ous remarks, whether they come from the official | 


organ or any other paper. 


r some further interruptions on a point of 
order by Mr. McCoxnett— , m 


Mr. ‘'H. proceeded. I have but a few words | 


12 


| the question was one of privilege, and must over- 


| Charles Hudson, a member of this House, with 


falsehood in debate: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said John P. Heiss be dis- 
missed from the employment of the House as one 
of its printers. 

Mr. PETTIT objected. 

Mr. McCONNELL said he had already object- 
ed, and that he moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. HAMLIN desired the Speaker to state | 
whether this was a privileged motion beyond that || 


|| which he had submitted to go into Committtee of || 
| the Whole on the state of the Union. 


He did not | 
intend to interpose any objection; he was willing || 
that the resolution should be submitted at any time; || 
but if he was in order, he would submit his mo- 


| tion. 


The SPEAKER said that the motion submitted 
by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hamuty] was 
undoubtedly a privileged motion, which could at 
any time be made by the rule; but that there was | 
this difference between the two motions: that of the 


put everything else aside. 
Mr. HAMLIN concurred, he said, in the idea of | 
the Chair, but could not regard the question before | 
the House as a question of privilege. There wasa | 
difference between that which pertained to a mem- 
ber of this House and his rights and that which || 
pertained merely to an officer of the House, whom | 
the House might at any time discharge. 
The SPEAKER intimated his impression that | 


2 ; | 
ride all other questions. 


_ Mr. BAYLY said he had not risen to take part | 
in the quarrel between the gentleman from Massa- || 


| chusetts [Mr. Hupson] and Major Heiss, one of | 
| the firm of Ritchie & 


viss, who were the public | 
printers; but he must say that he did not concur | 


|| with the gentleman that a member on this floor had || 


i} 


the privilege of making injurious statements in re- | 
lation to the manner in which any one of the offi- 4 
cers of this House discharged his duty, and that 


| be determined by the House. 


_ of personal privilege. 


that officer was not to be permitted to correct these 


statements in the only mode in which they could be 
corrected—through the public press. They had 
no seats here; they had not the privilege to defend 
themselves on this floor; and if they were not to 
be permitted to put themselves right before the 
country through the press, they would be deprived 
of the privilege altogether. 5 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN rose to a question of order. 
He had no disposition, he said, to prevent the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayiy] from making 
his remarks; but if that gentleman did so, others 
must. He (Mr. C.) did not understand that there 
was any question before the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the question was on 
the resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. G. Davis.] 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN. 
has not been received. 

The SPEAKER said that if this was a question 
of privilege, the question on the introduction of the 
resolution need not be taken. Any question which 
conveyed an imputation on a member, as touching 
his integrity, was necessarily a question of privi- 
lege, and must override all others. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, not believing this ys said) to 
be a question of that character, indicated an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. Whereupon, 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair does not desire 
to be considered as saying what shall constitute a 
question of privilege. “That is a matter which must 
3ut the Chair states 
that, if it is a question of privilege, it necessarily 
overrides all others. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he did not understand, 
from the language of the resolution, that the privi- 
lege of any member of the House was involved. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] 
had made his personal explanation by the courtesy 
of the House; but this resolution was a proposition 
to expel one of the officers of the House. Cer- 
tainly that did not involve either the privilege of the 
ventleman from Massachusetts, or his (Mr. D.’s) 
own. He, therefore, submitted to the Chair that 
this resolution, like any other, must be received or 
refused by the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted that this was a matter 
Here was a man in the em- 
ploy of the House. A member rose in his seat and 
made a respectful and unexceptionable inquiry as 
to the manner and the time in which one of its offi- 
cers had performed the duty with which the House 
had charged him; and that man had the auda- 
city 

Mr. McCONNELL. 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS. To go 

Mr. McCONNELL. 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS. To the public papers and charge 
a member of Congress with 

Mr. McCONNELL again called to order. | 

Some confusion followed, and words of excite- 
ment and recrimination passed between Mr. DA- 


But, sir, the resolution 





I call the gentleman to 





I call the gentleman to 





_ VIS and Mr. McCONNELL. 


After which, 

Mr. DAVIS proceeded. The freedom of debate 
as to the manner in which the public printers and 
the officers of the House discharged their duties, 
was one of the highest privileges pertaining to 
every member. It was a question not only material 
to himself, but one which oT concerned his 
constituents and the country. He repeated that 
this was a personal privilege, and the freedom of 
debate had been grossly and wantonly violated-— 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a question of order. He 
desired, in the first place, to know whether a point 
of order was debatable ? 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN said that he had certainly 
intended to call the gentleman from ae: 
Barty] to order; but that he (Mr. C.) not 
taken any appeal from the decision of the Chair; 
and if none were taken, he presumed, of course, 
that that gentleman was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY. My friend from Alabama, [Mr. 
R. Cuapman,] in a spirit of which I do not com- 
plain, and which I was glad to see him manifest 
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was not out of order. 
gentleman as taking an appeal. And I do not see, | 
therefore, how my colleague, [Mr. DromGoore,} | 
who is so av fait at questions of order, or the gen- | 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] took the floor 
from me. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was under the im- 
pression that the gentleman had concluded his re- 
marks before taking his seat. 

Mr. BAYLY. No, sir. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN said he had called the gen- 
tleman to order; but that as the Chair did not de- 
cide that this was a question of privilege, but had 
left that matter to the decision of the House, he 
(Mr. C.) had not taken an appeal. 

Mr. BAYLY. So far from having concluded 
my remarks, [ had but just commenced them. Am 
{ entith d to the floor ? {addressing the Chair.) 

Mr. G. DAVIS said, he had understood the gen- 

tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] as yielding the 
floor. ; 
Mr. BAYLY said he had merely yielded the 
floor on the cround that the resolution was not de- 
batable. ‘The Speaker had said that the resolution 
was debatable, and that he (Mr. B.) was in order. 
The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cuapman] had 
spoken of an appeal, and then came the question 
on the point of order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said, that the point of order 
he had made was this: that the resolution did not 
iivolve a question of privilege, and did not, there- 
fore, overrule the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine, {Mr. EHlamuw.] The Speaker, however, 
had stated that he had not decided that this was a 
question of privilege, but had left it to the House 
to determine. Now, if it was not a question of 
privilege, it did not override the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Maine. If it was a question of privi- 
lege, it did override it. But as the Speaker had 
not decided whether it was or was not, he (Mr. C.) 
had nothing from which to appeal, He desired to 
know, however, how it was, if the Chair did not 
decide the question, that a debate had sprung up 
on a question which, by Parliamentary law, was 
not Sabice the House? 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL suggested that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts | Mr. Hupson] and the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] had based 
their proceeding on a clear privilege found in the 
Constitution of the United States: ‘ For any 
* speech or debate in either House, they [Senators 
‘or Representatives] shall not be questioned in 
‘any other place.’? Without entering into the 
merits, this was a clear question of privilege— 
much higher than the one hat was created by the 
rules of the House, inasmuch as it was created by 
the Constitution. Who could doubt that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] had 
been questioned in another place for what he had 
said here? He had been taunted, vilified 

Mr. BAYLY rose and called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Incersout] to order, not be- 
cause of the course of his remarks, but because 
there was no question of order before the House— 
ihe Speaker having decided that the question was 
debatable, and no appeal having been taken. He 
(Mr. B.) hoped, therefore, that he would be per- 
mutted to proceed with the few remarks he was dis- 
posed to submit, 


Mr. CHAPMAN (to the Chair.) What is the 
question before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
the resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Davis. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. Is it received? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands it. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. By unanimous consent, or 
by the decision of the Chair that it is in order ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been of- 
fered, and it is competent for the House to decide 
whether it is, or is not, a question of privilege. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. Lappeal from the decision 
that this resolution is received as a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. G. DAVIS. I submit that the appeal comes 
too late. The Chair had announced his decision. 
‘The House acquiesced, and the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Bavty] was proceeding to make an 
argument on the resolution, and as to the propriety 
of its adoption. 


_TheS EAKER. It is not for the Chair to de- 
cide what is, or is not, a question of privilege. The 





THE CO 


were ordered. 


of privilege,” was then taken, and decided in the 


| aflirmative, as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, | 


Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Bar- 
ringer, Bell, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Buffington, 
Burt, Cabell, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, John G. Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Colin, Cranston, Cro- 
zier, Cullom, Culver, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dela- 


no, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, John H. 


Goodyear, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, 
Harper, Herrick, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, beth 
E. Holmes, John W. Houston, George S. Hous- 
ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, D. P. King, 
Thomas Butler King, Leake, Leib, Lewis, Long, 


McClean, McClelland, McGaughey, McHenry, || 


Mellvane, Marsh, Miller, Niven, Norris, Pendle- 
ton, Perrill, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, 
Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Truman 
Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Stephens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, 
Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin ‘Thompson, 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tilden, 
Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, 
Wright, Yancey, and Young—116. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bayly, Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, Boyd, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Cummins, 


Cunningham, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, Dobbin, | 


Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Fries, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Henley, Hough, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, James H. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kennedy, Preston King, McClay, McDowell, 


McKay, John P. Martin, Barclay “Martin, Moul- | 


ton, Parish, Payne, Perry, Price, Reid, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Simpson, Stanton, Strong, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Treadway, Williams, Wood- 
worth, Yell, and Yost—57. 

So the House decided that the resolution of Mr. 
G. Davis was a question of privilege. 

Whereupon the SPEAKER stated that the 
question would override all others. 

And the question now being, ‘* Shall the resolu- 
tion be adopted ?” 

Mr. BAYLY now resumed the floor. 


I was going on to say, sir, (said he,) when this | 


question of order was raised, that I by no means 
acquiesced in the position taken by the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, |Mr. Hupson,] 
that an officer of this House, whose conduct was 
impugned by a member of this House whose re- 
marks and statements were given by the press to 
the four winds of heaven, could not, without vio- 
lating the privileges of this House, set himself right 
in that very press which had given currency to that 
charge. That officer has not the right to be heard 
on this floor; he is entitled to no such privilege. 

Mr. HUDSON interposed, and (Mr. Barry 
yielding the wee! said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had misunderstood him. 


ing through the press, but he objected to his making 


personal imputations, such as would not be tolera- | 


ted upon this floor from one member to another— 
to his making chages of falsehood. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman, I understand 
now, does not complain of the fact that a correc- 
tion was made in the press of his statements, but 
only of the manner in which it was done. In other 
words, he complains here, and asks the Congress 
of the United States deliberately to take up one of 
its own officers, because, in an article in a news- 
paper, correcting what that officer believed to be a 


misstatement of the gentleman, he did not do it in | 


| as good taste, perhe-s, as the gentleman himself 


| would have observe 


| but that it deals in abusive epithets. 


: in other words, that the ar- 
ticle was not one of correction of a misstatement, 


Well, I do 


not mean to stand here to justify that officer, or any 


_ other person, in the use of terms of low abuse. I 


am the last man to do it. Low and vulgar abuse 


always evidences, in my opinion, a vulgar mind; 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He did not deny | 
that the officer alluded to had the privilege of reply- | 


Jan. 10, 


: = ee — = - Sacer erae gece aeaeannane=—aeiyenenaetppenneaieee et eae acs 

; | es , ce 
here, called me to order. The Speaker said that ] ! resolution is offered, and the House will now de- | 
I did not understand the || cide whether it is one of privilege or not. 


Mr. ASHMUN asked the yeas and nays; which | 


and I should be very sorry to defend it in 


any one, 


|| I do not mean to say, either, that this reply of this 


| officer was any more pointed than the charge justi. 


; | fied. ‘This is a question, as I have already said 
And the question, ** Is this resolution a question | ’ ; 


between the gentleman from Massachusetts and 
| the officer himself. It is a personal matter of 1 
own, with which, in my humble opinion 

House has nothing to do. I have no doubt that 
| officer will find his defence, if he undertakes to 
make it, in the belief, which I have no doubt he 
_ honestly entertained, that so far from the intention 
| of the gendeman from Massachusetts being a bong 
| fide intention to look into the facts of the case, jt 
| was designed as a partisan assault upon the prin- 


heir 
this 
the 


| ters of Congress, who are of opposite politics to 
\ || those of the gentleman. 
Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Giddings, || 


|  Butas much as I differ with the gentleman on 
| this point, I differ still more with the learned gen. 
ueman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL] 
_and with the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G 
|Davis.] They have maintained, in reference to 
this matter, the monstrous proposition—they have 
boldly taken the ground, that the course of mem- 
_ bers here is not open to criticism. 
Mr. G. DAVIS. I have taken no such ground. 
Mr. BAYLY. Iam glad to hear that the gep. 
| tleman abandons that proposition. The gentleman 

‘om Pennsylvania, (continued Mr. B.,) referring 
'| to the Constitution, said that the members of this 
|| House were by it privileged from being questioned 
| for words spoken in debate, and maintained that 
| this immunity of members had been violated by 

the editorial article of which the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts complains. 
| Mr.J.R. INGERSOLL. [used the very words 
| of the Constitution. They were not my own 
|| words. 

Mr. BAYLY. I know that the gentleman used 

the words of the Constitution; and the gentleman 
maintained that this editorial criticism of the 
‘* Union ”’ editor was a violation of that Constitu- 
tion. I say it isa monstrous position, a perver- 
sion of the meaning of that clause of the Con- 
stitution; and though I do not mean to go into any 
lengthened discussion in reference to it, I protest, 
in the onset, against the correctness of the gentle- 
/ man’s construction of it. What is the language 
of that clause to which he referred? The sixth 
| section of the first article of the Constitution de- 
|| clares that— 

‘*They [the Senators and Representatives] shal} 
‘in all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of 
| * the peace, be privileged from arrest during their at- 
| * tendance at the session of their respective Houses, 
‘and in going to or returning from the same; and 
‘ for any speech or debate in either House they shall 
‘not be questioned in any other place.” 

What does that provision of the Constitution 
mean? Does it mean that we shall not be crit- 
cised for anything we say or do here? Does it 
mean that we shall not be held amenable to pub- 
lic opinion for our conduct upon this floor? Sir, 
| it is a monstrous perversion of tie provision, to 
| maintain any such proposition. Ail that it means 
| is, that members are not to be questioned by legal 
proceeding; that they are not to be held personally 
responsible. It does not mean, however, that their 
conduct is to be exempted from criticism; and, if 
it be such as to justify it, criticism of the most 
caustic kind. Why, if this view of the Constitu- 
tion be correct, how many presses are there in the 
country that are not daily violating this provision: 
How many of these gentlemen letter-writers, 0c- 
cupying seats in this Hall by the courtesy of the 
House, that are not daily violating it? They are 
constantly criticising members’ conduct, although 
they occupy their place here by our courtesy. It 
is very frequently—although I have not observed 
it at this session, but I have at former sessions— 
that they employ terms of vituperation and abuse 
at least equal to those used upon this occasion. 
But I do not maintain that they have violated this 
provision of the Constitution. I utterly deny that 
it has been violated by our public printer. If his 
conduct is offensive, if his demeanor 1s so disre- 
spectful as to make him an unfit officer of this 

ouse, and if you have the power—which [am 
not prepared at this moment to admit or to question 
—dismiss him by joint resolution. Do it at once. 
But I utterly re diate the idea that he is violating 
\| any of the privi of this House by this article. 
|| Lam not avneeel- admit that this House can 
|| punish, as the gentleman presumes, for & vicletice 
\| of its privileges of this sort, if violation 1t 18. 
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18:46. THE CONGRESSIONAL 


> 


unquestionably has the right to protect its order; 
it may punish, perhaps, for the contempts com- 
mitted in its face; but I utterly deny the right of 
this House to assume the jurisdiction to bring per- 
sons, perhaps miles from the Capitol, before them 
on a fancied contempt or a violation of our pri- 
vileges. j 

These views, thus briefly expressed, are those 
which bring my mind clearly to the conclusion 


that the proposed mode of proceeding is improper; | 


and if it is designed to rest on the assumed viola- 
tion of privilege—if it is designed as a punishment 
of contempt of a member of this House—I utterly 
deny that we have any right to punish or disgrace 
on such aground. So much as to this matter. 

In reference to the question of printing, I am 
told that the public documents at this session are 
more voluminous 





Mr. G. DAVIS, interposing, submitted that the i 
topic the gentleman was now discussing had noth- || 


ing to do with the question before the House. 


Mr. BAYLY, resuming. Well, sir, from the 


brief exposition I have made of the ground on | 
which both the gentleman himself, and the learned || 


centleman from Pennsylvania, have placed this mat- 
ter, 1 leave it to the House to determine whether 
theremarks I have made are irrelevant or not. If 
they are irrelevant, I acknowledge it is out of my 
capacity to understand what is pertinent to the 
suoject. 


When the gentleman interrupted me, I was about 


to say that, as far as the charge of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts went, I understand that the 
documents ordered at this session are more vol- 
uminous than they ever have been. 

Mr. G. DAVIS. It was not to the remarks the 


gentleman had made that I took any exception for | 
irrelevancy, but to the very topic he is now intro- 





ducing 

Mr. BAYLY. I misunderstood the gentleman | 
in reference to the matter, and I regret exceedingly 
that—— 


Mr. G. DAVIS, again interposing. 


charged their duties have anything to do with the 
business before the House? 


Mr. BAYLY, resuming. I regret very much, 


after the gentleman, by the interposition of' the res- || 


olution which he has introduced, deprived me of 
the privilege I then asked, of replying to the gen- 
teman from Massachusetts, that he should now 
object to a simple statement, which may, perhaps, 
contain a single sentence in reference to this matter. 


Buty sir, if in this House, where such a constant | 


latitude of debate is indulged in 





Mr.G. DAVIS again interposed with a word, | 


which was lost to the reporter. 

Mr. BAYLY. I did not mean to detain the 
House with a lengthened discussion about this 
matter. All I mean to say, and which I should 
have finished long ago had it not been for the un- 
timely interposition of the gentleman from Ken- 


tueky, is, that the delay, in this instance, if there | 


has been any delay, has grown out of the volumi- 


nous character of the documents ordered, and that | 
the public printing has been conducted with as | 


much despatch as has usually, or, I may say, ever, 
been done. But, as I said before, this is a person- 
alcontest between Mr. Heiss and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and it is one with which I 
desire to have nothing to do, and one with which, 
tsa member upon this floor, I certainly shall have 
nothing to do. 

[have but one other remark to make in reference 
‘o this resolution. I am not now prepared to de- 
tide whether you have the power to expel one of 
your officers, whose place, in some sort, is a con- 
vract-office, when he has given bonds for the faith- 
ful performance of his duties, and when he has 
tntered upon them. Where is your right to dis- 
miss him, in this summary way, by resolution? 
But if it is designed as a punishment for what is 
considered a contempt by a member of this House, 
T utterly deny the right of this House to punish in 
this mode. “ But as these are grave questions, 
which this House, I presume, is no better prepared 


‘0 decide than I am, I shall conclude by moving to | 


lay this subject upon the table, that on Monday, 
‘Tsome subsequent day, it may be called up. 

nt. B. mentioned, as another reason we this 
rubject should be disposed of as he proposed, the 
bad ~e his honorable colleague [Mr. Hunter] 


floor this morning to address the House 






r. Task this || 
question of the gentleman : Whether the manner | 
and the time in which the public printers have dis- || 


which was under consideration; and he did not 
|| wish to see him deprived of that opportunity by a 
|| question of this sort, which, it did seem to him, 
|| was purely a private quarrel between the gentle- 
|| man from Massachusetts and one of the public 
|| Printers of Congress. 

|| He therefore concluded by moving to lay the 
| resolution on the table. 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and (addressing his re- 
marks to Mr. Bayxy) said the gentleman had made 
a lengthened speech upon the subject, and, at the 
|| conclusion of it, moved to lay it on the table, there- 
- depriving gentlemen of the opportunity to re- 
i Vy. 


 reage — 

| on the momentous subject of the national policy 
| 

| 


| : The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 

Kentucky that the motion to lay on the table was 
| not debatable. 
| Mr. G. DAVIS continuing, was understood to 
ask if that was consistent with the usual course of 
|| Virginians, and to appeal to the gentleman’s cour- 
|| tesy to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BAYLY said, if the character of his re- 
marks had been such as to do injustice to the gen- 
tleman unless he were allowed to reply, he would 
willingly withdraw the motion, 

The SPEAKER again called to order, on the 
ground that this was not a debatable question. 
| Mr. BAYLY. Well, all I have to say is, that 
|| Virginians will judge for themselves what is right; 
and I shall not withdraw the motion. 

Mr. THOMASSON asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, resulted as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Stephen Ad- 
| ams, Anderson, Atkinson, Bayly, Benton, Biggs, 

James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William 
G. Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Colin, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, 
|| De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 
|| worth, Erdman, Ficklin, Foster, Garvin, Good- 
year, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Hen- 
ley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, E. W. Hub- 
ard, Hungerford, J. H. Johnson, Andrew John- 
| son, George W. Jones. Kennedy, Preston King, 
| Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me- 
|| Clean, McClelland, McDowell, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Moulton, Nor- 
ris, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Price, Reid, 
\| Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Saw- 
yer, Scammon, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, Simp- 
son, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Ste- 
phens, Strong, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Toombs, Treadway, Wentworth, 
| Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, 
Yancey, Yell, and Yost—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Ba- 
ker, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Milton Brown, 
Buffington, Burt, Cabell, John H. Campbell, 
John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, 
Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, 
Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Drom- 
goole, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, 
|| Giddings, Graham, Grider, Hampton, Harper, 
Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, G. 
S. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Thom- 
as B. King, Lewis, Long, McCrate, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Miller, Niven, Pen- 
dleton, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ju- 
lius Rockwell, John A. Roekwell, Root, Runk, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Al- 
bert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, 
Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, 








Winthrop, Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, and 
Young—85. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on thefmotion of 
Mr. HAMLIN, and was decided in the affirma- 
| tive. 
| 


| 


|| So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
|| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Tissartts, of Kentucky, inthe chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution of ‘‘ Notice 
‘to Great Britain to annul and abrogate the con- 
| « vention between Great Britain and the United 
| § States, of August 6, 1827, relative to the country 
| ‘on the Northwest coast of America, westward of 
i! § the Stony mountains, commonly called Oregon.” 


OREGON. 


| Mr. HUNTER, who was entitled to the floor, 


|| Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbe, Vance, Vinton, White, _ 


/, cents. 


GLOBE. 179 





| spoke during the hour in opposition to the res- 
}olution. [The publication of this speech is de- 
| ferred at Mr. H.’s request] 

Mr. KENNEDY addressed the committee. If 

|}any one (Mr. K. said) had listened to this dis- 
cussion, without knowing what was the proposi- 
tion before the House, he would have supposed 
that it was upon a question of a war with Great 
| Britain. All who argued against the notice to 
Great Britain had considered that it would inevit- 
ably lead to a war. 

I contend (said Mr. K.) that it is not a question 
of war; and that the measure proposed, if adopted, 
will not necessarily lead to it. But has it come to 

| this, that to give a notice which, by the terms of 
the convention, may be given by either party at 
any time, shall be considered as a declaration of 


war? I cannot assent to such a proposition as 
that. But be that as it may, the western gentle- 


men here are disposed to look, not to the conse- 
quences of the act proposed, but to its propriety; 
and to view it, not as a question of war, but of 
right. Does the Oregon Territory belong to the 
United States? That, sir, is the principal question, 
| That is the question that we look to, no matter 
| whether peace or war be the result. 
| If we had slept long over our rights, as some 
gentlemen had said, it was because the people had 
not become acquainted with them. But now the 
people of the West have examined the question, 
and with the aid that you have afforded them by 
the publication of documents and arguments, they 
have become convinced that the whole of Oregon 
| belongs to us. 
The people of the western country did not in- 
quire whether war was to follow from the assertion 
| of their just rights. While the question was in 
| doubt whether the whole of Oregon was ours or 
not, they were willing to stand by and wait fora 
| while; but now you have convinced us that every 
| inch of Oregon between the forty-second parallel 
and the line of 54° 40' belongs to us. When we 
had settled that question, we settled what was our 
duty. You slander us when you say that we seek 
a war, and delight in blood and carnage. We are 
}a peace-loving people. We know that we owe 
our long-continued and unparalleled prosperity to 
peace, and will not go out of our way to wage an 
unnecessary war upon any nation. But, sir, when 
the British lion, or any other lion, lies down in our 
path, we will not travel around the world in blood 
and fire, but we will make him leave that lair. 
The consequences could not be the subject of 
consideration, when any foreign government un- 
dertook to plant itself upon our territory, and ex- 
clude us from the occupation of our own soil. I 
put it to the gentlemen from the South, or any 
other quarter, whether they believe our title to 
Oregon to be unquestionable; and if they do, 
whether they can oppose any measure for assert- 
ing it. If they believe that it is not good, then 
| there is some excuse for them in opposing this 
measure. But, say these gentlemen, no; we be- 
lieve it to be good. Then why not pass this res- 
olution for the purpose of enabling us to take pos- 
session of what is our own? 
Was it not a burning, blistering, withering 
shame that the cross of St. George should be found 
| floating on American soil? 

{Here Mr. L. H. Simms exclaimed, Yes, and 

it will blister our foreheads, like the mark on 
| Cain!] 

Must this reproach be endured, because, for- 
| sooth, if we fate sete to remove it, we shall en- 
counter the danger of war? If you will give the 
people bayonets, they will defend their soil. 

This, sir, is no western question. I recollect 
that we had one question before us here about 
yielding up American soil, and, after declarin 
| unanimously that it was ours, we did yield it. It 
| was given up by treaty. The West submitted to 

this alienation of our territory, because the part of 

the country which was most immediately interest- 
| ed in it were willing to give it up for dollars and 
But such will never be the case when west- 
| ern territory is in question. The western people 
will never yield their soil. They will not purchase 
a peace by yielding their territory, nor sell their 
rights for all the gold that could be offered for them. 
All the mines of Peru would not buy from them 
one inch of their land, inherited from their fathers. 

Notwithstanding all that was said as to the dan- 
| gers of war, he had yet to learn that, if it was 


7 ~ », ER ON es, Ss ask: Fe 

rae Fe aI Se al ban “ pie! ’ a 

ni Mien SO a ae eee eae eel ie 
Tass? ead r . 


epee 
a 


Te ea a 


- 


ayer te ae 












et 
a 


a 


AMA ant angen 


Te eet cen 


mE WE wed 
. 


aes 
a Te 
WR mation al 


= ey ite 


_ 


IRIE 5 ae Satna 


- 


A 


Btn, 


tee 


ee 
* 
a ee ee ee eet 


Ate Ba 
hae 


= hes 


Bg pa 


Ve. 
S5 VPs CR Sek, THE ee 


iene 


Sea teaeaAd ars. bathe sae 
aie se Lane 


= 


OS nar 


or 
Dae 
ee 





~ 


forced upon us, the American people were not able 
fo sustain it with vigor, and come out of it with 


honor. 


| 


If the question is to be considered as a local | 


question, then I ask that we may be the judges of 
the course that is to be pursued. 


That is what we | 


did when the South came here and asked us, not to | 


defend their own soil, but to admit into the Union 
a foreign territory—an independent nation. If, 
upon that question, we had hesitated, it would 
have been said that we wished to back out. If we 
had asked for a postponement of it, it would have 
been considered that we had abandoned it. You 
said, this is the golden moment. 
obtain the country which naturally belongs to us. 
If you do not follow us now, then it is because 
you wish to back out, We have a just right to 
Oregon, as a part of our own country. Then why 
give itup? You say that we cannot obtain it now 
without a war, and that we must wait. What pro- 
priety is there in postponing this question, when 
the other was pressed to so speedy an issue? I live 
in acountry where the people are not in the habit 
of yielding anything to the arrogance of a foreign 
Power. Sir, [do not know exactly what is meant 
by national honor, of whick gentlemen have been 
speaking; but I do know what is a national dis- 
honor, and it is to suffer the British Government 
to take Oregon, after we have become satisfied that 
we have exclusive rights in that territory. We 
say that Great Britain has no right there, and why 
should we not now tell her so by giving this 
notice ¢ 

I see no propriety (said Mr. K.) in taking Ore- 
ron by stealth. If itis ourown, why steal it? But 
the policy recommended to us is to be quiescent— 
to suffer the country to be settled, and then take 
possession of it. This is what was called ** a wise 
aod masterly inactivity.”’ I prefer a more open 
and direct course. I know the people of Oregon. 
The same blood courses through my veins that is 
in theirs. There are some of them who have 
warmed their feet at the same ftunily hearth with 
mine, and learned their letters in the same log 
school-house. ‘They do not ask you to defend 
them, but to unshackle their arms and untie their 
levs. Disentangle them from the perplexities of 
this nevotiation—of this convention which gives 
rights there to British subjects. Let them protect 
themselves, or fall in the conflict. In such a con- 
flict, sir, victory will be certain, as we are assured 
by the deeds of their fathers who went before them 
in the defence of the frontier. 
ple who went before you, like the cloud by day, 
and the pillar of fire by night, rolling back the red 
men of the woods to give passage to civilization, 
as the waters of the Red sea were rolled back by 
the Great Jehovah, to give passage to the children 
of Israel. These men had been accused of a de- 
sire to plunge the country into a war. They did 
not desire war; all they asked was an - aigonncon 4 
to cultivate their own soil in peace. ‘They asked 
to be let alone to enjoy their rights. But if their 
rights were invaded, they would be the last people 
in the world to shrink from their defence. They 
scorn all pretences. ‘They know little of your di- 
plomatic way of doing things. If you will only 
untie their hands, they will let proud England 
know that they are able to defend Oregon. But 


We can now 


‘These were the — 


they will not take possession of a territory with the | 
forms and pretence of peace, with a view to for- | 


tify themselves for war. They had read carefully 
everything that had been written on the subject of 
the utle. Some of them, who were not very good 
scholars, have had these documents read to them 


by their firesides. They had thus become well ac- | 


quainted with the subject. They were satisfied 
that Oregon belonged to us, and it was no longer a 
question with them whether you should give this 
notice. ‘The question of title being settled, there 
remains but one duty for us to perform (said Mr. 
K.)—to pass this notice ending the joint occupa- 
ton, 

The Executive made a proposition to Great 
Britain to compromise this question by dividing 
the territory by the forty-ninth parallel. I am not 
disposed to censure the Executive for having made 
back a proposition, surrounded as he was with 
embarrassments growing out of former negotia- 
tions, and the position in which he found the ques- 
tion when he came into power; but I am free to 
say, that I congratulate him, not only for his own 


| 
| 
| 


sake, but that of the country, that his offer was | 


rejected. 


| 


Yet I venture to predict, that such an |) 


offer will never again be made, and, situated as we 
now are, the country will never sustain any Exec- 
utive in making it. No embarrassment can be 
thrown in our way to prevent us from holding our 
claim to the whole country up to 54° 40’, unless 
the British Government should disown the act of 
their Minister in rejecting our offer, and propose 
now to accept it. This, I think, that Government 
will not do; and, if not, we shall at length find our- 
selves clear of the shackles of negotiation, and free 
to exercise our full rights. 

But, at all events, the President has now recom- 
mended that we give this notice. Suppose we do 
not do it: will it not be an intimation to the Brit- 
ish Government that Congress does sot concur with 
the President in his views as to the validity of our 
title? And willit not convey a more humiliating ac- 
knowledgment, that we did not feel ourselves able 
to vindicate our title? Great Britain was now in 
the possession of all the right that she claimed— 
that of joint occupancy; and, until this notice was 
given, she would never settle the question by nego- 
tiation, because negotiation would not probably so 


terminate as to place her in a better condition. It | 


is my opinion that, if you will end this convention, 
the question will then be brought up with an inten- 
tion to do something with it; but until then, ne- 


gotiation will be all twaddle. The gentleman from |) 


South Carolina (Mr. Rnerr] had argued against 
this policy of taking any steps, at this time, which 
might lead toa war with Great Britain, lest we 
should be considered by the nations of Europe as 


propagandists, and thus bring upon ourselves the | 


hostility of all the world. But we have no desire 
to co beyond our own territories. We confine our- 
selves to our own soil; and ought we not to incul- 
cate our principles and establish our institutions 
there, fearless of consequences? It was our duty 
to see our own country covered with our own in- 
stitutions; and it was our privilege to admit other 
communities to a participation with us in the ben- 
efits of free government, regardless of any combi- 
nations that might be formed by monarchs to stran- 
cle our institutions. 

We have no right to go to Canada and endeavor 
to force her into our Union; but if she should seek 
shelter under our Government, it would be per- 
fectly proper for us to pull up the latch and let her 
in. So far from being weakened by those acqui- 
sitions, every new State added another pillar to 
the temple of liberty. They will never have any 
desire to break off from us, because they come in 
by their own consent. The Roman empire ex- 
tended itself by conquest ; nations were forced 
under its yoke by the strong arm of power. The 
consequence was, that what was acquired by the 
sword must be maintained by the sword. When 
this power could not be continued, the empire fell 
to pieces. Hence some gentlemen had drawn the 
argument, that by an extension of territory, we 
should ultimately be weakened, and be broken into 
fragments. But this would not be the result, be- 


ration, ours was to cohesion. 


Gentlemen had argued that war would be at- | 


tended with great evils; that it would corrupt or 
change our republican institutions, and lead to a 
heavy debt, the black tariff, and to paper money. 
Sir, [ am considered a Democrat dyed in the 
wool. It has been thought, generally, that I am 
one hundred and fifty yards ahead of my party. 
I have always opposed the protective tarift, and 
the whole funding system. 
for the protection of our soil and the defence of 
our national rights and honor necessarily leads to 
the depression of the party with which I act, and 
the building up of those of an opposite faith, I am 
prepared to make the sacrifice—believing, as I do, 
that under the administration of any party, our in- 
stitutions would flourish, each party being equally 
desirous to promote the public good. But I deny 
that these results will follow from a war. I den 

that the doctrines of republicanism cannot flouris 


in the storm of war, as well as in the calm of 


veace. The assertion we disprove by facts in our 
history. Every field in the western country had 
been stained by the blood of our fathers, the early 
pioneers; and yet there liberty had flourished in 
the wildest luxuriance, and with the least national 
protection, Our institutions were born in the shock 
of the American Revolution, and reared in the con- 
flict of arms that followed. I do not desire war; 
peace is our forte. But if war come, we must as- 
sert our rights, regardless of consequences. I do 


But if going to war | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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| were we two centuries ago? 


| American multiplication table. 
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not desire to denounce the British Governmen. 
but I ee this constant vaunting of Britisk 
vower in the American Congress. What is Eno 
and? The government whose seat of empire =. 

und on a little island anchored in the North nag 
rue, she has spread her wings around the earth, 
but all her greatness is based on her commerce. 
Clip the wings of her commerce, and you spo), 
bring her back to the insignificance of ‘an island 
Government. If destiny intends that this nation 
shall be the means of overthrowing her power, | 
am glad to belong to the nation that will be the te 
strument, and to live in the age that will witness 
the curtailment of her haughty power. This was 
nota war measure. There would be no war, unless 
England made it. If her destiny should urge yor 
to that course, it might be the first step towards 
her downfall. Some gentlemen have scoffed at des- 


fo 
sb 


| tiny, as governing the fate of nations. Sir, where 


two We were a feeble 
band of pilgrims on Plymouth rock, and a smal 
body of cavaliers on the southern sands. From 
this small beginning, and in this short time, we 
have gone on, step by step, multiplying and ad- 
vancing towards the Pacific, till the aboriginees of 


|| the country had disappeared before us, like the 
| mists of morning before the sun, until they now 


rest a small cloud on the shores of the Western 


/ ocean. Was not the hand of destiny seen in that? 
He who did not see it must be an infidel, or stone- 
|| blind. To the Pacific ocean it is our destiny to go. 


The hand of Providence pointed us onward. 
Shall we pause in our career, or retrace our stens 
because the pritish lion has chosen to place himself 
in our path? Had our blood already become so 
pale that we should tremble at the roar of the king 
of beasts? We will not go out of our way to seek 


a conflict with him; but if he crosses our path, and 
| refuses to move ata peaceful command, he will run 


his nose in the talons of the American eagle, and 
his blood will spout as from a harpooned whale. If 
Great Britain was mad enough to attempt this con- 
flict—and it was said that ** whom the gods intend 
to destroy they first demented”’—let her commence 
the contest. ‘The spectators who look on upon the 
struggle may prepare to hear a crash, as if the very 


| ribs of nature had broke. 


Our people are spreading out with the aid of the 
i Go to the West 


| and see a young man with his mate of eighteen; 
_ after the lapse of thirty years, visit him again, and 








| instead of two, you will find twenty-two. That is 


what I call the American multiplication table. We 
are now twenty millions strong; and how long, wi- 
der this procese of multiplication, will it take to 


| cover the continent with our posterity, from the 
| Isthmus of Darien to Behring’s straits? The great- 


er portion of this vast multitude always had their 
faces set towards the West. Westward, ho! was 
their cry. You could no more arrest their progress 
than you can close up the Missouri while the snows 


] are melting on the mountains in which it has its 
cause, whilst their constant tendency was to sepa- | 


rise. 
Where shall we find room for all our people, un- 
less we have Oregon? What shall we do with all 


| those little white-headed boys and girls—God bless 


} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


ests all lead them that way. 


| P 


them !—that cover the Mississippi valley, as the 
flowers cover the western prairies? ‘Their inter- 
It was true, as the 
gentleman from South Carolina had said, that 
there might be danger in a combination of Ev- 
ropean powers against us. They may feel dlis- 
osed to combine in an unholy alliance to check 
the growth of free institutions. If there is any dan- 
ger at all, it is from that cause; and Oregon may be 
put forward as the pretext for commencing - 
onset upon us. Our revolutionary fathers plante’ 

the tree of liberty in American soil, and watered I 
with their blood. They had linked these States 
together in a confederated system, to protect ar 
from danger from without. The representatives 
legitimacy looked on upon this experiment w't 

great concern, and not a little fear of its ultimate 
consequences. For along time they flattered them- 
selves that it would prove a failure—hoping -_- 
spirit of rivalry might grow up between the 2 ~ 
and the South, and the East and the West, tha 
might destroy the Union. But within the last 
or fifteen years, they have become satisfied that our 
institutions were as firm as the granite hills. - 
ing become satisfied of the firmness and stability 
our system, they were again startled by the ex e 
bition of our principle of expansion, as show? e 
the admission of a free and independent nation 1" 
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the cirele of the Union. 
ropean Governments the passage of the Rubicon. 
That was the beginning of a movement the end of 
which will be to place under the protection of the 
American eagle that vast American continent which 
stretches from Cape Horn to Behring’s Straits. If 
‘he representatives of legitimacy in the Old World, 
for the purpose of preventing the consummation of 
this our inevitable estiny, choose to put themselves 
in battle array against us, either singly or collec- 
tively, let them do so, and upon their heads be the 
consequences. L jot 
will neither seek nor avoid such a contest; but if it 
comes, the crisis would, as in the events of our Rev- 
olution and of the French Revolution, raise up a host 
of men who were equal to it, and able to carry us 
through it insafety. Why is it that, after all, we 
should so dread the shock of war? We all have 
to die, whether in our beds or in the battle-field. 
Who of you all, when roused by the clangor of 
Gabriel’s trump, would not rather appear in all the 
bloom of youth, bearing upon your front the scar 
of the death-wound, received in the defence of your 
country’s rights, than with the wrinkled front of 
dishonored age ? 

Where I live, (said Mr. K.) this is no party 
question. There is no difference between Whigs 
and Democrats on this subject. In a question in- 
volving national rights, we know no party dif- 
ferences. ‘The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Yancey] had suggested that, if we went into this 
struggle, it would result in our taking possession 
of Canada, and in leaving Oregon in the hands of 
Great Britain. The gentleman seemed to suppose 
that we of the West would demur to any result 
which would add to the power and arrogance of 
New England. Not so, sir. 

Ifa patch of territory should be added to New 
England, let her have it. Should the West seek 
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This nation and this generation | 


to enlarge and extend her field, let her do so. | 


Should the South choose to take in Cuba, let her 
follow on. I do not go for the aggrandizement of 
any particular geographical section, and I fear not 
the preponderating influence of any particular sec- 
tion; for we are one country, and one people, and 
have one interest, and one destiny, which, if we 
live up to, though it may not force us to follow the 
British lion around the world in blood and slaver, 
will end in her expulsion from this continent, which 
he rests not upon but to pollute. 


Our first conflict with Great Britain was in the || 


war of the Revolution, which ended in tearing from 
the British crown thirteen of its superb jewels— 
wringing from her stubborn heart the acknowledg- 
ment that these colonies were, and of right ought 
to be, free and independent. ‘The second was the 
war of 1812, which has been called the second war 
of American independence, in the course of which 
we humbled the pride of her navy, and ended ina 
blaze of glory in the plains of New Orleans, where 
thousands of her bravest troops were made to bite 
the dust in conflict with the raw militia of the Mis- 
sissippi valley. The third and last conflict is not 
vet. But no man can doubt that it is to come. 
When the history of that war is written it will re- 
cord the downfall of the British empire. Fall she 


must, and fall she will, as sure as Adam fell. || 


| lantic. Then the inhabitants of the Mississippi 
| valley—who have in their possession the aan 

of the world and the granary of the universe—will 

stretch one hand to the Eastern world through the 

| Pacific chain, and the other to Europe through the 

Atlantic chain, grasping the trade of the world, as 
we now hold in possession the means of subsist- 
| ence for the whole human family. 

It is grateful to my feelings to find, from indica- 
tions that have appeared, that this question will 
not be a party question. Old and venerable men 
of the Whig party have spoken, and will vote, 
| with us; and for the reason that they feel it their 
duty to do so; whilst equally respectable members 
_ of the Democratic party have spoken, and will vote, 

against us, for the reason that duty seemed to them 
to point that way. So I would have it, that the 
world may know that this is not a question of party 
in America, but an American question. 1 have 
attempted to show (concluded Mr. K.) that duty 
calls, and interest points, to the assertion of our 
| rights to all of Oregon. 
American Congress will respond affirmatively. 
This is the war feeling, and the only war feel- 
‘ing, in the West. If war does come, let those 
who provoke it abide its consequences. 
Mr. K. having coneluded, 
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This was with the Eu- || fic, united to the New England States on the At- || 


isl 


Also, a bill to legalize certain land sales made 
at Chocchuma and Columbus, in the State of Mis- 


| sissippi, and to indemnify the Chickasaws there- 
| for; in which they requested the concurrence of the 
| Senate. 


Also, announcing that the President of the Uni- 
ted States had signed the joint resolution relative 


| to the printing and distribution of the annual esti- 


mates, 

Also, that the Speaker of the House had signed 
an enrolled bill to repeal the act to abolish the office 
of one Inspector-General of the army, and to revive 
the same; to which the signature of the Vice Pre- 
SIDENT was requested. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a resolution by 
the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of a law pro- 
viding for the payment of the claims of the repre- 
sentatives of Francis Vigo, for advances to the 
troops under the command of General George M. 


Clarke, in the Illinois campaign, in the years 1778 


I cannot doubt that the | 


| Mr. TOOMBS obtained the floor, but yielded 
to a motion that the committee rise; which prevail- | 


ing, 
The committee rose, and reported, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry | 


communications, viz: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting the annual statement of the contingent ex- 
penses of the office of the Secretary of the Navy 


and of the bureaus of that department; which let- 


ter and statement were laid upon the table. 


A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 


ting, in compliance with the acts of April 20, 1818, 


and August 26, 1842, a report of the names of | 
clerks and other persons employed in his depart- |! 


ment during the year 1845; which letter and state- | 


ment were laid upon the table. 


And the House adjourned. 


i IN SENATE. 


Against the people of England I have no feeling; | 
on the contrary, I love them for their aspirations | 


do not arouse and turn into the storehouse of ages | 


the lumber of their principles of legitimacy. But | 


the British Government is a different thing. It was | 
the greatest Government on earth; for it had some | 
pretence to liberty, but nothing of its substance. | 


Cannibal-like, it fed one part of its subjects upon 
the other, 


tears the sinews of its laboring millions, to fatten a 


She drinks the blood and sweat, and |) 


miserable aristocracy. England is now seen stand- | 


ing in the twilight of her glory: but a sharp vision 
may see written upon her walls the warning that 
Daniel interpreted for the Babylonish king, ‘‘ Mene, 
mene, tekel, wpharsin.’’ 

_England’s greatness rests upon her commerce. 
She has three hundred millions tons of shipping. 
We already have two hundred millions, and are 
gathering upon her with the strides of a swift cours- 
er. When we pass her, her downfall, by peace- 
able means, will be rapid and sudden. Oregon 
Was, therefore, all-important to us in a commercial 
point of view. It is the inch of ground upon which 
Wwe can plant a fulerum, giving us a lever that will 


i 
| 


| 


| 
| 
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Mownpay, January 12, 1846. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 

munication from the Department of War, exhibit- 
| ing the expenditures made from the appropriation 
| for the contingent expenses of the military estab- 
lishment for the year 1845; which was referred to 


be printed. 


ment, showing the names of the clerks and other 
ersons, other than officers of the army, employed 


|, in the War Department and its branches during 


the year 1845; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


Also, the memorial of Joshua Dodge, for further 


agent of the United States to negotiate with certain 


duties imposed by them on tobacco, and for attend- 
ance on, and information forwarded to, the select 
committee of the House of Representatives of the 


lst session of the 26th Congress on the tobacco | Naval Affairs. 


_ trade; which was referred to the Committee on For- || 


| eign Relations. 
Mr. WESTCOTT stated that the name of his 


allowed to be changed, by act of the 
| of Florida, to that of Davin Levy Youuezg, the lat- 


| ter being his rena dropped by his father 
| prior to the birth of 


| duced the Journals of the Legislature showing the 
sage of the act; and, in behalf of his colleague, 


Senate, when he should have occasion to use the 


| name of that gentleman, would designate him as 
| Mr. Yurez. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


A message was received from the House of | 


Representatives, announcing that the said House 
had 


overturn the world. It will give us a cluster of |, missioner of Pensions; 


manufacturing and navigating States on the Paci- 


| Also, an act for the relief of James Bogardus; 


compensation for services and expenses as special | 


} | European Governments for a modification of the | 
after liberty; and I only reproach them that they | 


colleague [the Honorable Davin Levy] had been | 
ezislature | 


e would move that hereafter the Secretary of the | 


| the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 


Also, a communication from the same depart- | 


| leased from responsibility for pu 


|| Sevier, widow of Alexander S. 


i | late an officer in the United States marine corps, 
fr. Levy, and which patro- || 


| nymic he was desirous of assuming. He pro- || 


and 1779; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 
TARIFF AND WAREHOUSE SYSTEM. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
in favor of repealing the tariff act of 1842, and of 
establishing the warehouse system; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of Joseph 
Wilson, a purser in the navy, praying to be re- 

Pie money depos- 
ited in a banking institution which suspended 
specie payment; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

- Mr. B. alvo presented additional doeuments in 
relation to the petition of Emeline Owens; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Sylvia Wood 
and others, executors of Jethro Wood, praying 
for the renewal of a patent right for certain im- 
provements in the plough; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of the widow 
of General Alexander Hamilton, praying the pa- 
tronage of Congress in the publication of the 
peer of her late husband; which was ordered to 
ec printed and referred to the Joint Committee on 
the Library. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Angier M. 
Perkins, a citizen of the United States, now resident 
in London, who claims to be the inventor of an 
improved method of warming public buildings, 
asking the extension of his patent; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on osenhl 

Mr. D. also presented the remonstrance of citi- 
zens of Illinois, against the admission of Texas 
into the Union as a slave State; which was laid on 
the table. 

[Several messages in writing were received from 


| the President of the United States.] 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the remonstrance 


| of citizens of New York against the admission of 


Texas into the Union; which was laid on the 
table. 


HARBOR OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. D. also presented the memorial of Jonathan 
Thompson and others, citizens of New York, pray- 
ing the removal of obstructions in the harbor of 
that city; which was referred to the Committee on 


Mr. STURGEON presented documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of Andrew Moore, a captain in 
the Jate war with Great Britain, to a pension; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TURNEY presented the petition of E. A. 
evier, deceased, 


praying to be allowed arrears of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
NATIONAL ARMORY. 
Mr. T. also gave notice that, at an early day, he 


| would, by leave of the Senate, introduce a bill io 


ssed an act to continue the office of Com- || 


{ 


establish a national armory at the Suck, on the 
|| Tennessee river, in the State of Tennessee. 


Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of citi- 


zens of Pennsylvania, praying the location of a 


light-house on the Brandywine Shoals, in the Dela- 
ware river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. BRIGHT presented a joint resolution of 
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the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of an appre- \\ and ordnance, five hundred thousand dollars—be, and the || pleasure of the Senate so to take it up, I shall move 


. : ie el ‘owes avhieh || Same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money | 
priation for improving the western rivers; w uch |! in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


was ordered to be printed and referred to the Com- || "Sec. 6 And be it further enacted, That so much of the first || 
mittee on Roads and Canals. | section of the act approved March 3d, 1845, entitled “ An || 
Mr. B. also pre sented a resolution from the Le- || ‘ #¢t making appropriations for the naval service for the year 
seas: EP, OM 7 z > . : ‘ecding the 30th of June, 1846,” as limits the whole num- 
gislature of Indiana, in favor of a law granting pre- || 


, : | ber of petty officers, seamen or ordinary seamen, landsmen, 
emption rights to the settlers of the Miami reserve || and boys, in the naval service, to seven thousand five hun- || 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- \| dred, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, i} 


. t ul c i ls 7 ’ |r - . 
tee on Public Lands. i Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the || ‘ - 

a eee mee ne ‘harles C || Lands, to whom was referred a resolution passed | 
ee of the legal representatives of Charles C. || Ly the Legislature of Arkansas, asking for a law 
s. Thompson, deceased, praying compensation | to authorize the sale of the public lands in halt 
for his diplomatic services near aaa "United quarter sections to actual settlers, reported an act 

‘aL, ar dora : . > ] > : 
of Chilt and I eru, W hile mi ¢ ommand of the United || ¢, repeal a part of the act entitled ‘ An act supple- 
Slates squadron on the Pacific station ; which was | ‘mentary to the several laws for the sale of the 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. — |) « public Ba approved Sth April, 1832, and for 

Mir ls ese » . ot} F in i] ? oo SP) - wary é 
: Vil J. wso present d the pe ition of W liam ‘ other purposes;” which was read, and passed to 
Pumphrey, praying the confirmation of certain | a second reading. 


land claims, which was referred to the Committee Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on Public 
. | Vir. 4 ’ Y 3 5 
on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. DIX presented the memorial of W. B | Lands, reported back the bill referred to said com- 
, Mr. “% presented the memorial .'*...?* || mittee, to aid the State of Mississippi in the con- 
Bend, praying the oe - - certain duties ille- |) struction of a railroad from Jackson, through 
rally exacted of him by the collector of the port of | Brandon, to the western boundary of Alabama, 
Ne _ York; which was referred to the Committee || without amendment. 
on binance, Mr. 8. also s I , 7 j 

‘The PR ESIDENT laid before the Senate the gine Pe ene saan oo Hike 
protest of citizens of Olio, against the admission Mr. BENTON gave notice of his intention, by 


of the Representatives from I nes to g0ate 1 Con- |) Jeave of the Senate, to introduce a bill to abolish 
gress; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. PENNYBACKER presented the petition | the duty on salt. ; ee ; 
“een alee tans ACAI presented the petiuon | Vir DICKINSON gave notice of his intention, 
of the legal representatives of Moses Shepherd, de- |) },y jeave of the Senate, to introduce a bill to amend 
ceased, praying compensation for work done by |) the act entitled *‘ An a for the reculation of sea- 
him on the Cumberland road; which was referred |) ¢ men on board the public and private vessels of 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | «the United States.’ 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. POST ROUTES IN TEXAS. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill establishing certain post-routes in Texas, [pub- 
|| lished a few days since,] reported the same with 
amendments. 








Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, 
asked that said committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Frederick 
Vincent, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- a ee 
dian Affairs, reported a bill in favor of Elijah Fe eee reer } ; 
White; which was read, and passed to a second Mr. LEWIS presented the following resolution, 
reading. || which was agreed to: 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian | Resolved, ‘hat the Committee on Finance be | 
Affairs, reporied a bill for the relief of the legal i! allowed a clerk, to be paid the usual compensation 
representatives of George Duval, a Cherokee In- | by the Secretary out of the contingent fund of the 
dian; which was read, and passed to a second |; Senate. 
reading. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of | 
Catlin, Peoples, & Co., to be indemnified for pro- | 
perty destroyed by hostile Creek Indians in 1836, | 
made an adverse report thereon; which was order: | 


ed to be printed. || judicial courts of the United States,” approved 
NAVAL DEFENCES. || September 24, 1789, and of the different acts sup- 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- || P!ementary thereto, so as to relieve the judges of || 
val Affairs, in answer to a resolution of inquiry, the Supreme Court from the performance of cir- || 
adopted by the Senate, in relation to the state of 
the navy of the United States, reported the follow- 
ing bill; which was read a first time, and ordered 
to asecond reading: 


JUDICIARY. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 

| following resolution; which was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
modifying an act entitled “ An act to establish the 


} 


cult duties, and to reduce the number of said || 

| judges; or the expediency of modifying the said || 
acts So as to provide for a new circuit, to be com- | 
posed of the States of Louisiana and Texas. 


| 
| 
| 
' 
' 
| 
7ULEE sente ; 3 || 
A Bill providing for the augmentation of the naval force of ||. Mr. ¥ U LEE presented the following resolu- 
the United States,and for other purposes. | uons, which were agreed to: 
| r ‘ . r pe j 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of | Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs || 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the || be instructed to make inquiry as to the various late | 
President of the United States be,and he is hereby, author- 
ized to cause to be built, equipped, and employed in the | 
| 
j 


improvements in the construction of war steamers, | 
navel. seneies of tbe Llnied Staten, Seu evnam-ouwre; ot and particularly to examine into the advantages of | 
vessels of war, to be constructed of iron, if practicable, to || the late imiprovements made by Lieutenant Hunter | 
wit: Three of the class of frigates, five of the class of sloops || in his submerged horizontal propellers, and the | 
of war, and two of a smaller class. ; _ adoption of his plan of propulsion and construction | 
Bec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the President be, for cruising and defens 
and he is hereby, further authorized, if in his opinion, at 1] os . =—aas : . ‘ — eo : | 
any time before the commencement of the next regular ses- || - Resolved, further, ‘That the same committee ex- | 
sion of Congress, the a exigencies should require it, to || amine into the condition of the naval defences of 
cause to he completed all the frigates and sloops of war now |) the Gulf of Mexico, and report what further legis- 
upon the stocks, and to repair and put into active service | lati . . iS i ° } aa as 
auon 1s required to give ful security to the Ameri- 





all the sloops or vessels of war now in ordinary. ee 
Sec. 3. .and be it further enacted, That the President be, |; CaN Coast and commerce of that sea. | 

and he is hereby, authorized to purchase or collect such || 

nr tn materials, and ordnance, as his judgment || OREGON. 

may deem the public interest requires, limiting the amount . . : 

to the appropriation for this parpose hereinafterwards made. || Mr. ALLEN rose and said: Some days ago, sir, 
Sec. 4. tnd be it further enactet, That, in carrying into |) instructed by the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

ayes a a = ie rts . resident —— he || T reported a resolution from that committee to an- 

s hereby, authorized to cause said ship: or vessels to be || ss z . . 

built under contract, if, in his opinion, the public interest || nul and abrogate the cony ention of the 6th of Au- 

would thereby be promoted. || gust, 1827, between the United States and Great 
Sec. o of ' be if further enacted, That, for the purpose of || Britain, relative to the Oregon Territory. I stated 

ear w t eet ’ ing ‘ sions » e Ae | . ’ : 

Til roe ee tated or kolng provisions, the sum of five || at the time when I made that report that I would at || 

nillions six hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars—to || ie dav of th al re the Senate to || 

wit: for the building and equipping the ships and vessels | some carly day 0 1S SUSE RSV aS Sane i] 

provided for in the first section of this bill, two millions || take it up with the view of fixingsome future day || 

' 


gree and twenty thousand dollars; for completing || for its discussion and decision. According to that || 
“e ships and vessels now upon the stocks 2 mi e || . 2.3 . . 1} 
hundred and twenty thousand ee cee L -ngey) hips || netice which I then gave, sir, I now rise and ask | 
and vessels in ordinary, six hundred and twenty-five thou- || the Senate to take up that resolution with that | 


| | 
sand dollars; for the purchase of naval supplies, materials, || view; and when it is taken up, if it should be the || 


| 


| was dispensed with. 


| that it be postponed to, and made the special 
| of the day for Tuesday, the 27th Cate, al order 


The resolution reported by Mr. Auen was then 


| taken up, and the reading of it called for; but, 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, t} 


1e reading 


Mr. ALLEN then moved that the consideration 
of the resolution be postponed to, and made the 


|| order of the day for Tuesday, the 27th instant. 


Mr. HAYWOOD. I would greatly prefer that 
the postponement extend a week later; and I there. 
fore move that the consideration of the resolution 
be postpones till ‘Tuesday, the 3d of February, I 
ofier this motion by way of a compromise al] 
round. 

Mr. ALLEN. When agrave question like that 


| submitted by the resolution before the Senate is to 


be passed upon, it is very natural to suppose that 
there should be some diversities of desire, if not of 
opinion, as to the time of proceeding to the consid. 


| eration of it—diversities arising out of the personal 
| convenience or inconvenience of particular mem- 


bers of the body. 1 was aware of circumstances 
which would very naturally make it, on the part of 
my friend from North Carolina, extremely desir- 
able that the consideration of this grave and great 


| subject should be postponed to the day that js 


named. On the other hand, other Senators de- 
sired that it should be considered at a day much 
earlier than that which I have named. Some Sen- 


| ators were for one day, others for another, and in 


the general desire which was felt by the commit- 
tee to accommodate all as far as possible, the ma- 


jority of the committee—indeed I do not know but 


I might say the decision was unanimous—setiled 


_ down on the day which I have named. | extreme- 


ly regret, sir, that I cannot acquiesce in the mo- 


| tion made by my friend from North Carolina. I 
regret it on account of the estimate which I put 
| upon the value of his presence here at the com- 
| mencement as weil as during the continuance of 
this discussion. But, sir, the present is one of 


those cases which it is utterly impossible for us 
entirely to reconcile to the wishes and convenience 
of every particular member of the body. | have 
only to add that I shall be compelled to adhere to 


| the date named from necessity, and certainly, as I 
hope I need hardly say, not from any disposition 
| to thwart the wishes of the Senator from North 


Carolina. 

Mr. HAYWOOD. Ido not wish the Senator 
to suppose that I am actuated merely by a motive 
of personal convenience. [tis true, I do not ex- 
pect to be here on the day named, but certainly 
that consideration did not influence me to do any- 
thing more than to make the personal appeal to 
the Senate which has been already made. The 
reason why I think the consideration ef this sub- 


_ ject should be postponed, is because I regard the 
‘| question as one to be thought upon, to be reflected 


upon, to be acted upon, not one to be talked about. 
And, in this view of the case, I think three weeks, 


‘| or four weeks, will afford little enough time to 
| Senators for consultation with their constituencies, 
and with their own calm and deliberate judgments. 


Besides, by that postponement, time will be af- 


|| forded for a development of events which may, or 
may not, influence the action of the body when 


the question comes up. I propose to defer the 
consideration of the subject only one week later 
than the date proposed by the Senator from Ohio. 
When I talk of time for reflection, I do not mean 


. > ina 

time merely for Senators to make up their mincs 
_onany particular point, or where the line ought to 
|| be—whether it ought to be 49°, or 54° 40’, or some- 
‘where between. But inasmuch as the resolution 
| presents a very important subject—in some aspects 
| i ject—I do think, and I repeat 

an all-important subject, o think, 


it, that we would benefit our action, certainly not 
injure it, if we take three weeks ume for reflection 
before the talking commences. I mean no disre 


spect to this body, or an member of it; but I do 


maintain that speech-making is intended more 10 
direct the public mind, than to enlighten ourselves. 


| Let us therefore think rather than talk; and, to 


do so, let us give ourselves time sufficient for de- 
liberate reflection. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I desire the postponement 
of this question to a still later period than that wus. 
ested by the Senator from North Carolina, = 
for another consideration, which will have, I think, 
due weight with the Senate. If it was a — 
as had alleged, of peace or war, it was ¢& 
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serving of more deliberation than could be given to 
it before the period named. Besides, there was 
another reason which would be admitted as soon 
as he should name it. It is this: the propriety 
and expediency of deferring the consideration of 
the question until we have the Senators from Texas 
admitted amongst us, This question is of vast 
importance. If it be in fact, as it has been repre- 
sented, a question of peace or of war, it certainly 
js one on which the Senators from the new State 
have a right to be heard—in the decision of which 
they have a right to have their votes recorded. 
If war is dependent on the favorable action of Con- 
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ress on this motion—I do not now express any | 


opinion on that matter—the Senators from the new 
State are more deeply interested than any others 
in this body—as much so, at any rate. I can see 
no reason why the discussion should be pressed— 
why the decision of the question should be pressed. 
If it be pressed before reasonable opportunity were 


afforded for full deliberation, my vote may be en- | 


tirely different from what it might be if the ques- 
tion be postponed till after what I conceive a rea- 
sonable time had been permitted to elapse; until 
the people from any section of the Union—from 
the remotest sections—from that section which I 
have the honor partly to represent—from the ex- 


treme South, have had adequate time in which to | 


communicate to their representatives in this and 
the other House of Congress the result of their 
reflection. 
from North Carolina, I would then name the 10th 
of February as the date of the postponement. 

Mr. MANGUM called for the yeas and nays 
on the question; they were ordered, and the ques- 
tion on the adoption of Mr. Haywoop’s motion, 
as modified by Mr. Wesrcorr, was about to be 
put; when— 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, that as regarded 
himself personally, it was a matter of entire indif- 
ference to what day the question should be post- 
poned. If any Senator desired to delay the con- 
sideration of this or an 
the purpose of deliberation or any other cause, he 
would be unwilling to make any opposition. But 


in voting for the most distant day, as he now || 


should, he desired it to be understood that he was 
influenced solely by a desire to accommodate other 
Senators round him. 

Mr. ARCHER. I shall vote for the postpone- 
ment, because, in my opinion, the more this ques- 


With the acquiescence of the Senator 


other grave question for | 


tion remains under the control and discretion of | 


Congress, the better for the country. If we pre- 


cipitate the discussion and decision of this ques- | 


tion, pray what good object do we accomplish? 
After we have decided the question, news might 
be wafted to us from the other side of the Atlantic, 
showing how inconsiderate had been our action. 
Iconfess very frankly that, in my judgment, the 
subject should be kept under our control till very 
near the close of the present Congress. Every 
purpose which honorable Senators in favor of the 
notice have in view would be just as effectually 
served, by giving the notice at the close, as if given 
atan earlier period. For these reasons, although 
compelled to assent in the Committee on Foreign 


Relations to the naming of an early day, I shall || 


vote for the postponement moved by the Senator | was well known that a class of people on the fron- 


from Florida. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. WESTCOTT, to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the question until the 10th day of Feb- 
ae next, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
ows: 

_YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Calhoun, Chalmers, T. Clayton, J. M. Clay- 
ton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, ) 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuf- 


lie, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, | 


Speight, Upham, Webster, Westcott, Woodbridge, 
and Yulee—32, 

N AYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Bright, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jenness, Niles, Semple, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, and Turney—18. 

Mr..HANNEGAN moved to take up the fol- 
wing resolutions, submitted by him several days 
Since; which motion was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the country included within the 
parallels of 42° and 54° 40’ north latitude, and ex- 
tending from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific 
ocean, known as the Territory of Oregon, is the pro- 
perty, and part and parcel of the United States. 


Haywood, Jarnagin, Johnson of | 


' 
| 
| 
| 
} 


|| force the authority of New 


; 


| 
| 
belonged to the United States territory. 
| 
| 





of its citizens, to the dominion, authority, control, 


ereignty. 


| any portion of the Territory of Oregon, would be 
) an abandonment of the honor, the character, and 
| the best interests of the American people. 


\|. Resolved, That there exists no power in this | 
| Government to transfer its soil, and the allegiance 


and subjection of any foreign prince, state, or sov- | 


Resolved, That the abandonment or surrender of 


Mr. H. moved that the above resolutions be made | 


the special order for the 1Uth of February next; | 


| which motion was adopted. 
Mr. ATHERTON presented the following reso- 


lution; which was agreed to: 
> ? 


structed to inquire into the expediency of so fur 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- | 


| amending the seventh section of the ** Act making | 


‘the 30th day of June, 1845, and for other pur- 


| appointment of such officers as may be necessary 
to protect the revenue on the northern and lake 
frontier. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


of Pope county, Arkansas,” was taken up, read 
a third time, and passed. 


| § State of Mississippi, and to indemnify the Chick- 
‘asaws therefor,” was read a first and second 


Lands. 

The act to repeal the act abolishing the office of 
one Inspector-General of the army, and to revive 
and establish said office, was taken up. 


public lands to the completion of internal improve- 
ments in the State of Michigan, was taken up and 
considered as in committee of the whole; when 


Mr.SPEIGHT moved that the said bill be made 


| the special order for Thursday next; which motion | 


| was agreed to. 


CLAIMS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
| 


The “ Bill for the settlement of the claims of 
| * the State of New Hampshire against the United 
| § States,”’ was taken up, and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole; when 

Mr. PHELPS said that the claim involved in 
| this bill was of no great amount; but, in his judg- 


| ment, it involved a principle of great importance, 
and he was not willing that a precedent should be 
set without calling the attention of the Senate to 
| the subject. It involved the inquiry, how far the 
duty of the Government was to be construed as 
requiring it to defray the expenses incurred by a 
State Government in enforcing its own authority 
within its own jurisdiction. 
heretofore to refer to this subject. He was not 

aware that the Canadian Government had ever at- 

tempted to exercise jurisdiction over the section of 
ion heretofore in controversy between Great Brit- 

| ain and this country. 


trict commenced under these circumstances: It 


j 


tier settled there, because they believed they would 
| be out of and beyond the reach of criminal juris- 


| diction; in process of time they set up for them- | 


selves, defying the Government of New Hamp- 
shire, and that of the United States, and the Gov- 


an attempt was made to en- 
Einapstiien, they be- 
longed to Canada; and whenever an attempt was 
made to enforce the authority of Canada, the 
In this 
state of things, an application was made to the 
President of the United States for the interference 
of the General Government to put down this op- 
osition to the authority of the State of New 
Faamiahine, On an investigation of the subject, 
an answer was returned that the President saw no 
reason for interference on the part of the General 
Government, and of course he declined acting in 
the premises. 
| New Hampshire ordered out a military force to 


The “ Act for the relief of David F. Williamson, | 


The act entitled ‘“‘ An act to legalize certain land | 
‘sales made at Chocchuma and Columbus, in the | 


The bill to apply certain alternate sections of the | 


| * appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- | 
‘ penses of Government for the fiseal year ending | 


‘ poses,” approved June 17, 1844, as to permit the | 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


time, and referred to the Committee on the Public | 





He had had occasion | 


The settlement of the dis- | 


183 


Ihe question, therefore, was, whether this Govy- 
ernment will assume the payment of expenses in- 
curred by a State in enforcing its own authority 
within its acknowledged jurisdiction. It seems 
that, on one occasion, an officer, acting under the 
authority of New Hampshire, as sheriff, in endea- 
voring to serve a process within the territory, was 
seized and carried into Canada. On information 
being given, the people of that State rallied, pur- 
sued the aggressors into that province, and effect- 
ed a rescue of the prisoner. This act was com- 
plained of by the Governor of Canada as an un- 
warrantable exercise of authority on the part of 
New Hampshire. It turned out, from an exami- 
nation of documents, that the sheriff had a ficti- 
tious warrant for the arrest, not authorized by a 
magistrate; it was merely a fiction, for the purpose 
of enforcing the authority of New Hampshire. 
As to the amount in the bill for the whole expenses, 
itdid not exceed six or seven thousand Solis, 
but it involved a question worthy the attention of 
the Senate. He was not exactly prepared to vote 
on this measure. Those internal disturbances were 
becoming frequent, and, for what he knew, the 
people of Rhode Island may present a claim against 
the Government for suppressing their internal dis- 
turbances. If it was proper for Congress to assume 
these expenses, let them be paid; but, before they 
were, it should be ascertained how far legislation 
should extend. 

Mr. SPEIGHT inquired in what shape this 
subject had been brought before the Senate. 

Mr. ATHERTON replied that, in 1837, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations in the House, 
after a full investigation of the subject, (of which 
Mr. Howard, of Maryland, now the reporter of 
the Supreme Court, was the chairman,) made a 
full report in favor of the claim. This subject was 
also brought to the consideration of the Senate 
during the twenty-sixth Congress, and a bill passed, 
after full explanation. The present bill was intre- 
duced by him [Mr. Atuertoy] this session, and 
referred to the Committce on Military Affairs. 
With a knowledge that a report had been made in 
the House of Representatives, and seeing the doc- 
uments on the files of the Senate, it was not thought 
necessary by the committee to make a written re- 
port on the subject. He would merely remark 


| that it did not seem to him the Senator from Ver- 


' limits. 





He was not aware that any opposition had | 


| 
| 
suppress opposition to its Government, which was | 
|, done 
| ° 


mont stated the question correctly, when he said 
the bill involved the principle whether a State 
should be allowed for expenses incurred in sus- 
taining its jurisdiction within its acknowledged 
Now the fact was, which was proven be- 
yond all dispute by documents, that the juris- 
diction of the State over the territory was not 
acknowledged by the Canadian Government; and 
further, the report in the House of Representa- 
tives, and documents, show most conclusively that 
the condition in which New Hampshire was then 
placed, was caused by the action of the Federal 
Government in submitting the question of the north- 


eastern boundary to the arbitration of the King of 


the Netherlands. And what was that decision? 


| It was a decision taking the territory from New 


Hampshire and the United States, The line run 
by that king deprived us of from ten to fifteen 


| miles square of territory, amounting to about a 


| hundred thousand acres. 


It was a valuable terri- 
tory, containing tillable soil well adapted for farms. 


| There were many substantial farmers residing 


| four to five hundred persons. 
‘ernment of Canada, placing themselves in this || 
|| position: whenever 


| been made by the Government of Canada to the || 


| claims of New Hampshire. And for the expenses 


| 


thereon. The population at the time was from 
The King of the 
Netherlands run the line between this country and 
the Canadian provinces in such a way as to de- 
prive New Hampshire of this territory, over which 
she had always exercised jurisdiction since 1790. 
In 1835, one of the officers of the State of New 
Hampshire was arrested. And what could she 
do? He knew—and thanked the Senator for re- 
minding him of the cireumstance—he knew that 
the State of New Hampshire did apply to the 
United States Government to sustain the jurisdic- 
tion of the State against the Canadian authorities 
Senators were aware that, at that time, there was 
a great aversion to interfere with the Canadian dis- 


i! pa as it was apprehended that we might thus 
The next step was, the State of || 


ecome involved in a general war. Ami when the 
General Government did refuse, the State had to 
sustain its own jurisdiction; as she could not allow 
her citizens to be carried into Canada. It saved 
bloodshed; for if the inhabitants had gone on to 
erect a government of their own, there would have 


| thus incurred, the bill now before them provided. |) been a serious encounter. New Hampshire sent 
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troops to maintain ae jorlasioien The measure | 
led to an examination by the Legislature of New | 
Hampshire, who appointed a commissioner to | 
proceed to the spot and report as to the claim of 
Great Britain, and they ascertained that the award 
of the King of the Netherlands was founded in an 
entire misapprehension, In the winter of 1835- 
36, the State found it necessary to send an armed 
force to sustain her jurisdiction. And what was 
the result? Did it show that the Senator from 
Vermont was correct in the views he advanced, 
that the claim was for services within the ac- 
knowledged limits of the State? No; the Cana- 
dian authorities filed complaints against New 
Hampshire for undertaking to exercise jurisdiction 
in that territory by a strong armed force. How, 
then, could the Senator say that this was a claim 
on the General Government by New Hampshire 
for exercising jurisdiction within her own limits? 
It was foreed on her by the question of disputed 
boundary—with no reason in reality to dispute, 
but which British authority claimed—thereby ac- 
knowledging that New Hampshire was right in | 
sustaining jurisdiction, Mr. ce quoted from Lord 
Gosford, governor of Canada, to show that that 
gentleman complained of the military movement | 
of New Hampshire within the territory; and he 
asked whether States had to go forward and pro- 
tect territory, and yet have no claim, when such a 
duty was foreed on them by the action of the Gen- 


eral Government? It seemed to him that there | 


was the same reason for allowing this claim as 
that of the State of Maine. ‘The bills passed this 


body at the same time; but New Hampshire had | 


not yet been satisfied. He believed that the bill 
was just the same in principle, and he saw no rea- 
son why it should not pass. 


Mr. PHELPS arose and said he neither felt dis- 
posed, nor thought it necessary, to prolong the dis- 


cussion, but felt it to be his duty to say a few words. 
The distinction between the case of Maine to which 
the Senator from New Hampshire had alluded, and 
that then before them was this—that the State of 
Maine was, in the course attributed to her, defend- 
ing her territory from the unjust pretensions of a 
foreign power, whilst that of New Hampshire, in 


this case, was asserting its jurisdiction against the | 


opposition of its own citizens. ‘That was the im- | 
portant distinction to which he desired to call the 
attention of the Senator. Now, here he might be | 
vermitted to remark that the bill before them had | 
een framed on the strength of the report made to 
the House of Representatives in 1839. That report | 
took substantially the same views as he (Mr. P.) 
had already expressed ; but recommended a payment 
of the claim of the State of New Hampshire, on the 
ground that the award of the King of the Nether- | 
lands interfered with New Hampshire in the exer- 


cise of that jurisdiction. He would refer to the || 


same document alluded to by the Senator, to show 
that the award of the King of the Netherlands had 
heen rejected by the Government of the United 
States before the transactions in question took place, 
and New Hampshire had been admitted to her ori- | 
ginal rights and jurisdiction. It appeared from the | 
report to the other House, as well as that made to 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, that down to 
the period of the award, New Hampshire had ex- | 
ercised her jurisdiction over that territory. It ap- | 
peared further from the report, that the inhabitants 
of that section availed themselves of the award of 
the King of the Netherlands for their own purposes. | 
Now, upon the rejection of that award, New Hamp- 
shire asserted her jurisdiction, and maintained it; 
and he was not aware that any opposition took 
place by the provincial authorities against it on that | 
oceasion. The opposition, he repeated, came from 
the inhabitants, not from foreigners; and that op- | 
position was based on the considerations he had 
already stated. The matter, then, resolved itself ; 
into the simple question of restoring the territory | 
and the inhabitants themselves to the jurisdiction 
of the State. 
The gentleman had adverted to the fact that per- | 


sons assuming to be officers of the Canadian Gov- || 


ernment had appeared there, acting under its sanc- | 
tion; but he thought the Senator would agree with | 


him that those persons had never been authorized || 


by the Canadian authorities, but that they were 
then engaged in a proceeding got up for the pur- | 
pose of carrying out their projects of opposition 
against all jurisdiction, whether of New Hamp- | 
shire or Canada. It was stated in the report that | 
the opposition was got up by an individend who | 


ij 


/ against the 
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assumed to be an officer of the Canadian Govern- 
ment, and who attempted to exercise authority on 


| 
that ground. He was not disposed to prolong the | Mr. ATHERTON said he had not the slightest 
matter; but he wished—what it was in the power || ~ 


of the Senator to procure—that all the documents 


relating to the case shall be before them, including || understood. 
those accompanying the report made to the House || 


of Representatives in 1839. He was not disposed | 


to take up the time of the Senate by any length- || 


ened argument, but merely to call the attention of | 


the gentleman to the simple question whether it || 


was the duty of Government to take upon itself the 
decision of the matter. If so, it would be the duty | 
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Sen Sareea ee eae ee armen — 
| Mr. MANGUM observed that he made his mo- 
| tion with a view ‘to test the question. 


objection to the Senator’s naming a future da 


i nat 4 for 
its action on the bill, in order that it might bef 


fully 
Mr. MANGUM said he could only withdraw 
| his motion, having demanded the yeas and nays 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. If such 
| was the sense of the Senate, he would withdray j; 
The motion to lay on the table being with- 
drawn— . 
After a few words from Mr. ATHERTON, the 


of Government, when other cases of the kind came || subject was e4 E to this day week. 


up, to pass upon them too, 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 


Mr. ATHERTON, in reply, observed that it | ceeded to the consideration of Executive business: 


was his belief that the person who was the mover |) 


and principal instigator of the opposition lad a 
commission from the Government of Lower Cana- 
da. He believed that to be a fact; but whether he 
had acommission or not, he assumed the functions 
of a magistrate, and, in so doing, assumed to act 
by authority of the Canadian Government, and 


claimed jurisdiction over the territory in question. || 
The gentleman had not referred to the claims of || 
Lower Canada. He had passed over entirely the | 


papers filed in the office of the Secretary of State, 


containing charges made by direction of the Gov- || 
ernor of Canada against New Hampshire. These | 


charges, among others, were, that the territory of 
Canada had been invaded; that military forces 
were stationed on it; and that the jurisdiction of 
that State was extended over it. These charges 


were deliberately and solemnly made. How, then,’| 


could it be said by the Senator that the British 


authorities did not claim to exercise jurisdiction || 


there? 


Mr. PHELPS — that he would, if the Sen- | 


ator allowed him, a 
ring to the report made to the Legislature of New 


Hampshire on that subject, [from which he read an | 


extract,] he found it asserted that New Hampshire 


had claimed jurisdiction over that territory at the | 


period of the award of the King of the Netherlands ; 
that very soon after the rejection of the award, some 


mischievous and reckless individual, such as are | 
too often found among a border population, started | 


up, claiming to be a magistrate of Lower Canada, 
and to exercise entire authority under that Gov- 
ernment, to which he pretended the territory be- 


longed. This authority was exercised in different | 


ways—such as the issuing of warrants, and the 
calling upon the inhabitants to assemble in a 
school-house, for the purpose of resisting the Gov- 
ernment of New Hampshire. Now, that was the 
only proof of an attempt, on the part of the Cana- 


dian authorities, to exercise jurisdiction over that | 


territory. 
Mr. ATHERTON said, in reply to the Senator 


from Vermont, that whether a commission really 


was or was not given by the Canadian Govern- | 


ment to that individual, could not possibly in any 


way affect the question, Certain it was, that juris- | 


~ 


diction was claimed by the Canadian authorities, 
for the difficulty under consideration could only 
have arisen from that fact. But there was another 
fact to which the Senator had not referred—name- 


ly, that an officer from Canada had come upon the || 
territory, and had arrested an American citizen, | 


who was in turn rescued by the citizens of New 
Hampshire. Well, it was necessary for New 


Hampshire to provide a ee guard, in order to | 
y 


protect that person. Certainly they could not 
allow their citizens to be carried out of the State 
into Canada, It was their duty, and also the duty 
of the United States, to sustain the action of New 
Hampshire. He would again say that, in refer- 


ring to the documents bearing on the case, the | 
Senator [Mr. Puexrs] had not noticed those which | 


clearly showed that the British authorities did 
complain against the State of New Hampshire for 


maintaining troops in, and effecting a military oc- || 


cupation of, that territory. 


Mr. MANGUM. I move that the bill be laid 


on the table; and on that question I ask the yeas | 


and nays, 
Mr. DAVIS expressed a wish for time to ex- 
amine the question before he could vote for or 
till. He found two respectable Sen- 


ators taking orpene grounds, and he could not 
venture to give 
sideration. 

It was then suggested that the question be post- 
poned for the present, 


uis judgment without more con- 


vert to that point. On refer- | 


and, after some time had elapsed, (during which 
several nominations were confirmed,) the doorg 
were re-opened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
, Monpay, January 12, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and inquired of the 
Chair whether it appeared that the bill introduced 
by him on Saturday, in relation to Virginia claims, 
had been ordered to be printed ? 

The Clerk stated (through the Chair) that the 
|| printing had been ordered. 
| The SPEAKER announced that the regular 
|| business would be the call of the States for peii- 
| tions. 
| 


THE NATIONAL DEFENCES. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH rose and said, that as 


to-day was petition day, but as that order of busi- 

ness would probably be set aside for the purpose 

of resuming the discussion in Committee of the 

|| Whole on the state of the Union, he would ask 

| leave at this time to present certain papers in the 
form of a memorial, connected with the defences 
| of the country. 

| The SPEAKER said that it could only be done 
by general consent. 

| Mr. SMITH presumed, he said, that there 
would be no objection. 

|| But objections were made. 

|| The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States 

‘| in their order for 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


And they were presented by the following mem- 
| bers: 

| From Maine: Mr. DUNLAP. 

| From New Hampshire: Mr. NORRIS. 

| {[Mr. NORRIS introduced resolutions of the 


Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, re- 
commending a modification of the post office law 
so that newspapers may pass through the mail, in 
the State in which they are printed, free of postage; 
and instructing their Senators, and requesting their 
Representatives, to use their influence to procure 
such modification. } 

From Massachusetts: Messrs. ROCKWELL, 
| ADAMS, ASHMUN, and ABBOTT. 


TEXAS. 


[Amongst a number of other petitions, Mr. AD- 
_AMS presented one from citizens of North Caro- 
|lina, praying that Texas might not be admitted 
into the Union as a slave State.] 

| Mr. CULVER called for the reading of the pe- 
| tition. 

‘| And it was read. It is confined simply to the 
|, prayer abovementioned. ; 

| Mr. GRAHAM called for the reading of the 
|| signatures. 
| 





‘They were read, and afterwards examined criti- 
cally by Mr. G. And, on his motion, the petiuon 
| was laid on the table. 


MAIL TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. ADAMS, by way of episode, (he said,) 
presented the petition of Charles Fletcher, request 
ing the establishment of a mail route to the Pacific: 
referred, on motion of Mr. A., to the Commitee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

From Rhode Island: Mr. ARNOLD. 


OREGON. 


| Without proceeding further in the call of the 
| States, @ motion therefor having been submitted 
| by Mr. DANIEL, and agreed to,) the House again 
| resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
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1846. _ 


: te of the Union, Mr. Trssatts in the chair, 
= ‘resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
heretofore reported from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, for giving twelve months’ notice 
to Great Britain of the termination of the conven- 
ion of the 6th of August, 1827, respecting the ter- 
ritory of Oregon. ‘ 

Mr. TOOMBS was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the allotted hour. 


He said that he had listened with attention and | 
nterest to the progress of the debate; for, intend- | 


ing to record is opinion on the subject, he had 
endeavored to get a knowledge of it from all ac- 
cessible sources. ‘There were but two questions 


which presented themselves for consideration : |) 


First, what were our rights in Oregon? And, 
second, was it expedient now to assert, or rather 
to begin to assert them, by terminating the con- 
vention of 1818? All the other questions which 
had been presented were merely incidental and 
subordinate, although such great importance had 
been attempted to be given them during the course 
of the present discussion. They were all second- 
ary, and should be so treated. From the course 
of this debate, any one previously unacquainted 
with the subject of discussion would have supposed 
that the House of Representatives was engaged in 
debating the question of peace or war; for all 
those gentlemen who had opposed giving the pro- 


posed notice had treated the question in that light. |) 


This was an adroit move, and gave them a great 
advantage as well here as out of doors. The pub- 
lic press, that potent engine of public opinion, had 
joined them in the cry for peace. 
for peace—for honorable peace. Peace—honorable 
neace—was the mother of all the virtues and all the 
hopes of mankind, and was the efficient promoter 
of the progress of human civilization; but dishon- 
orable peace was worse than war—it was the worst 
of all evils. No man would go further than he to 
maintain an honorable peace. But in this discus- 
sion there was one question which seemed to him 
wo have been greatly overlooked, and it was this: 
What is an honorable peace? 
define what he considered it to be, and then on that 
cround would take his stand. An _ honorable 
peace, then, was such a peace as could be main- 
tained without the surrender of clear, unquestion- 
able, and important national rights. 
such a peace, he would go as far as he who went 
farthest. And, further, he would not give just of- 


. . . . | 
fence to any; but neither clamorers within that || 


Hall nor without that Hall, nor the ten thousand 


wave or mounted on every continent and island, 


should influence him in the decision of a question | 


ike this; nor ought they, in his opinion, to exert 
the slightest influence on any man chosen as a 
representative of the American people, and honored 
by them with a seat on that floor. 

The time had been when inactivity was master- 
ly; it was not sonow. That time was past—when 
and how, it was bootless now to tell. He left it to 
our enemies, or rather, he would say, to our adver- 
saries in this matter, to seek out and to profit by 
ur blunders. ‘The present position of affairs must 
form the basis of the action of the House. The 
current of events had brought us into a defile, 
where, if we could not with safety advance, we 
certainly could not retreat with honor. A masterly 
activity alone could relieve us in such a crisis. 

What ought it tobe? That was the momentous 
quesuon now presented to the American Congress. 
Perhaps the fate of an empire might be suspended 
upon it. We must decide it now, and decide it for 
future ages and for unborn millions. Let the com- 
mittee, then, endeavor to elevate themselves to the 
‘rue magnitude of this question; and let them en- 
“eavor to repress that intense sectional feelin 
which looked only to the attainment of section 
power; and let them bring whatever of wisdom 
and of patriotism they could command to the con-. 
sideration of a question so deeply affecting the wel- 
fare of our common country. Ie they approached 
‘ie question in this spirit, they might console them- 
selves in the possession of a conscience void of of- 
fence toward God and toward man. 

Mr. T. had no reproaches to cast, no complaints 
‘© make, anywhere. He looked upon this as a 
‘ational question. We were all embarked in the 
‘ame ship, and we ought all to make common cause 
when it was threatened with danger. We were 
peas in every traverse of our course by a sleep- 
*ss and a powerful adversary. 


r. T. was | 


Mr. T. would first | 


To maintain | 


| 


| 
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Under these circumstances Mr. T. would speak 
out; and he now declared it to be his opinion that 
we ought, in some form, to terminate the existing 
convention of joint occupancy in Oregon, 

As to the question of title, he did not know that 
he entirely agreed with any one who had spoken. 
He might content himself with the admission which 
had been made by gentlemen all round the House, 
that our title was good up to 54° 40’. But he should 
waive that advantage, and plant himself only on 
that which he believed to be truth. Gentlemen, for 
| some reason or other, seemed to be fearful of touch- 
| ing the question as to what were actually our rights 
in Oregon; they contented themselves for the most 

art with saying that they went as far as 54° 40’. 
Mr. T. would go as far as that too, if he thought 
he could do it fairly and honestly. But it was not 
clear to his mind that our title was unexceptionable 
up to that parallel. No man could sustain our claim 
as far as 54° 40’, unless he rested on the simple 
point of priority of discovery, apart from coloniza- 
tion and settlement. If priority of discovery sim- 
| ply and exclusively gave a right to the country dis- 
| covered, then most certainly we were entitled to the 
possession of Oregon up to 54° 40'; but Mr. T. 
| knew of no rule of international law which de- 
| clared that discovery alone conferred a perfect title. 
| Our title to all that portion of Oregon lying north 
of the Columbia river was the Spanish tide, and 
the Spanish title only. That portion of the coast 
had been pec as early as 1592 by Spanish 
| navigators and expeditions of Spanish explorers. 
In 1775 and 1776 a thorough exploration had been 
made of that part of the shores of the Pacific, and 
Spain had all that amount of title which discovery 
could give; but she had no more. 


| this Oregon question, it would be found that no 
one American negotiator had attempted to set up 


any other than the Spanish title, based on discov- | 
It was true that the British negotiators had | 


ery. 
been careful to say but little with respect to the 


in fact, by the laws of nations they had none. It 


discovered the coast, but others had discovered it 
long before them. They rested on the voyage of 
Cook in 1778, and then on that of Vancouver at a 
later date; but these celebrated navigators had dis- 
covered only what the Spaniards had discovered 
two hundred years before. 


covery, because on that poigt we had the advan- 
tage of them. The discoveries of Captain Gray, 


but ascended it for a considerable distance, and 
the discovery by Lewis and Clarke on the various 


ed under the law of nations to an act of coloniza- 
tion and settlement. These rights possessed by 
us in 1818 had been preserved to us by the con- 
vention of joint occupation then entered into. 
That was one very good thing, and he believed it 
was the only good thing which that convention 
had done for us. If, however, the Spanish title 
| from cannes was good, then the settlement at 

Astoria was clearly an act of violation: for two bad 
| titles did not make one good one. In Mr. T.’s 
estimation contradictory titles which conflicted with 
each other could not both be pleaded and admitted as 
valid: if the Spanish title by discovery to the shores 
on the Northwest was good, then the discovery of 
Captain Gray and the subsequent settlement at 
Astoria were intrusions. 


perfected by subsequent settlement, but Spain did 
not settle what she had discovered. Our title, on 


Oregon south of the Columbia river: as far south 
as the southernmost branch of that stream; and 
| this branch extended, as he believed, as far down 
as latitude 43°, or even 42°. 





The British batteries | 
|| were not mainly directed against the right of dis- 
of British cannon, which were floating on oreey 


branches of the river, gave us the right to the whole | 
country drained by the Columbia and its tributa- | 
ries, provided the establishment at Astoria amount: | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Now, looking through the whole course of ne- | 
gotiation between ourselves and Great Britain on | 


| goodness of their title on the ground of discovery; | 


| was true they asserted that their navigators had | 


| who had not only found the mouth of the river, || 





But Mr. T. held that the | 
Spanish title by discovery was not good; it gave | 
to Spain at the utmost but an inchoate right, to be | 





the boundary between conflicting countries had in 
most cases been established by the sword. There 
was no settled rule in the law of nations which 
would apply to every case. The general rule upon 
the subject, viz.: that a nation first discovering the 
mouth ofa river was entitled to all that portion of 
the country drained by such river and its branch- 
es, was more generally admitted than any other, 
and, under that rule, we were clearly entitled to all 
that portion of Oregon drained by the Columbia 
and its tributaries. 

What was the British title? Setting aside the 
Spanish utle as imperfect, and estimating the Brit- 
ish discoveries on Fraser’s river, she was entitled 
to that portion of the country. She was entitled 

| to colonize it. But neither England nor the United 
States had bettered their respective titles since the 
treaty of 1818. The only reason, then, given for 
continuing the convention, viz. that if the econven- 
tion continued we should obtain Oregon by settle- 
ment, amounted to nothing. We might pour into 
that region an incessant tide of emigrants until we 

| Should have covered the soil with our people; we 
might fill it with towns and villages; erect palaces 
of government; raise temples to justice a to the 
living God; but we should get no further title there- 
by to the country than we had previous to the title 
of joint occupancy. Our rights would stand just 
where they had stood in 1818. Such an occupa- 
tion might indeed increase our difficulties, cal it 
might put us into a position in which we would 
more readily plunder the country or take it by 
force. It might render somewhat more clear our 
ttle from manifest destiny, but all we gained in 
that way would be in derogation of our own plight- 
ed honor. Should we settle the country a thou- 
sand years hence, we must still come back on the 

question of title to the convention of 1818. 

The American Secretary of State had put this 

| whole question on the ground insisted on by Great 

Britain, under the treaty of Nootka Sound. ‘his 
was a sound rule both for them and for us. We 
could get nothing, even by manifest destiny, from 
the settlement of the country, unless by violation 
of our plighted honor. 

There was another point which he would no- 
tice, and respecting th eo he might differ from 
/ many other gentlemen, and that was as to our title 
| by contiguity.* Here Mr. 'T. was but imperfecdly 
_ heard by the reporter, but he was understood to 

say that he did not condemn the Executive for 


|| proposing to the commissioner the parallel of 499; 


| on the contrary, he approved of that offer, and 
| thought it ought to have been made, as the nearest 
practicable approximation to the rights of the par- 
ties. The British rested on the treaty of Nootka 
Sound, but they themselves admitted that by that 
treaty they acquired only qualified rights. Spain, 
in the convention of Nootka, could convey to aes 
land no better title than she had, which amount- 
ed to nothing, never having been perfected. It 
might do very well for us now to talk about the 
| Spanish title, and magnify it into great importance; 
but in 1818, when entering into the convention of 
joint occupancy with Great Britain, we had ver 

coolly overlooked it entirely, and had proposed 
to divide with Great Britain by the latitude of 49°, 
at the very moment when we were endeavoring to 
get the title of Spain, although we now insisted that 
our title was irrefragable up to 54° 40’. The Brit- 
ish title was based on their setttlement of Fraser’s 
river in 1806, and Mr. T. did not know that our 
claim from the settlement of Astoria stood on any 
higher ground: though on that question he did not 
possess sufficient information to speak very posi- 
tively. Having made this discovery and settle- 
ment on Fraser’s river, Britain clarmed by the 
right of contiguity; but her claim, as respected the 
head-waters of the Columbia river, was encounter- 


|| ed by ours, which was clearly good. After twen- 


the contrary, consisting both of discovery and sub- | 
sequent settlement, was undoubtedly good to all of || 


| It was difficult to tell, when the title of two dif- | 


ferent countries rested on vague and imperfect ac- | 


other, where the boundary of one began and that 
of the other ended. The boundary between them 
| must necessarily be a matter of compromise. Such 
| difficulties had formerly been causes of war, and 


counts of early voyages often conflicting with each 
| 


ty-seven years of joint occupancy, as it had some- 
times been called, by which he meant the right of 
free ingress and egress, and the right of settlement, 


|, those rights became hers and ours by our consent 


| When the convention of Nootka was entered into, 


|| Spain possessed a title which was acknowledged 


/by Russia. She had made the discoveries, but 
had not enioyed the usufruct. Her title was good 
against England as far as 49°. In 1818 we were 
in the condition both of England and of Spain, de- 
| siring only the right of trade. We then made a 
| convention of joint occupation. It was a wise 
| measure, and saved our rights. We were now 


| prepared to colonize; the vast numbers of our peo- 
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ile who had gone there proved this, and therefore 
Mr. T. was for terminating the joint occupancy. 
Mr. T. would inquire, before entering on the sec- 
ond branch of this subject, how this question had 
obtained such great magnitude since the last twelve 
months. On this point he wasnotinformed. He 
believed an honorable gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. os had declared to the House that 
he had voted for the Oregon bill of the last session, 
notwithstanding it con.ained a provision for giving 
the notice now proposed. The gentleman seemed 
then to have considered the question as of less con- 
sequence. Provided the laws of the United States 
could be extended over Oregon, and a territorial 
governmentestablished there, the gentleman would 
not stickle on this question of notice, but voted 


the bill with the notice inserted in it; but now, a | 


question which then seemed to him of compara- 
tively subordinate importance, had become the 


question of questions, and, like Aaron’s rod, had | 


swallowed up all the rest. Yet our rights and our 
remedies remained precisely the same now as they 
had been last year. We had made an effort to 
settle our difficulties by a treaty; that effort had 
failed. The President had informed the House 
that there was no prospect that it could be hon- 
orably and successfully renewed, and therefore Mr. 
‘T’. thought that it was time to terminate the con- 
vention for joint occupancy. 


Whether our title stopped at the Columbia river, 


or extended to 49° north, or reached up to 54° 40’, 


in either case Mr. 'T. was in favor of giving notice. | 


3ut he was for doing it as proposed by the gentle- 
man from Aiabama, [Mr. Hivisarp;] he was for 
authorizing the President to give the notice to Great 
sritain whenever in his opinion such notice should 
be expedient. Such a mode of proceeding would 
be no dishonorable avoidance of responsibility by 
the House; it would give the President no more 
responsibility than he had already assumed in re- 
commending the measure. It was no evasion of 
the measure; but there were strong reasons of a 
public nature why this mode of giving the notice 
was preferable to the other. 

Mr. T. had been amazed that gentlemen who 
were in favor of the notice being given should ob- 
ject to placing it in the President’s hands, unless 
they felt no confidence in the Administration. Mr. 
T. would strengthen the President; not embarrass 
him. The foreign relations of the country had, 
by the Constitution, been committed to his hands, 
and from his position he was the best judge as to 
when and how the notice should be given. It was 
conferring on him no extraordinary power; it was 
merely carrying out a power with which the Con- 
stitution had clothed him. In the case of the North- 
eastern boundary such a power had been exercis- 
ed, although there then had been no conyention, 
and yet war had not been the consequence. When 
once the notice was given, we should be unshack- 
led, and we might, without dishonor, pursue any 
course which appeared to us most expedient. Mr. 
T. was not afraid of giving the President all the 
power which the Constitution consicned to his 
hands: he was not willing to condemn the Exe- 
cutive in advance as incompetent to the duty im- 
posed upon him; and, before God, he trusted that 
the President would not give just cause of com- 
plaint in the use of the power, should it be confer- 
red. He did not believe that in the case of Texas 
the House had very clearly settled our rights in 
the Southwest; he believed that a portion of what 
we claimed on this side the Rio del Norte had been 
in the actual occupany of our neighbors on the 
other side. By refusing to confide this power of 
giving notice to the President did not gentlemen 
say virtually that it was a blessing that the joint 
occupancy should continue? He believed that no 
gentieman would admit that, and therefore he 
would unshackle the President. 

But what were the reasons in favor of giving 
this notice? Instead of giving these, he might in- 
deed content himself with asking for reasons why 
it should not be given. The burden of proof was 
not on those who were in favor of its being termi- 
nated, but on those who wished it continued, be- 
cause the laws of every country in the world ought 
of right to extend to the utmost limits of the coun- 
try. Reasons which did not exist in 1824 did now 
exist. Our people had gone into Oregon; they 
were now there; they were American citizens, and 
as such were entitled to the protection of the laws 
of the United States. 


The first reason Mr. T. would state was, that 
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| he wanted to know where and what our country i the greatest and the most horrible of all ca] 
| was, how far it extended, and what was its boun- 
, dary? He wanted to know where to put the god | 
| Terminus, of whom something had been heard in | 
this debate. A gentleman had said that the Roman | 
god Terminus had no feet; if so, the American | 
god was very different from him, for he had not | 


only feet, but legs, and very long ones; and, being 
democratic, of course he acted up to his character 
in being a progressive god. [A laugh.] Now,a 


locomotive deity of this kind might chance to set || 


his feet on some territory which would get us into 
great trouble. Our people were constantly mov- 
ing him forward, mak <outhie him to take posses- 
sion of new soil. They had now got him as far 


as Oregon; they were settling fast in that territory, | 
and were justly entitled to the enjoyment and pro- 


tection of our laws. 


This influx of our citizens into the Territory of |, 


Oregon, which Mr. T. employed as an argument 
why the notice should be given, had been urged 
by gentlemen on the other side as the best of rea- 


sons why it should not be given, because it would | 
of itself secure to us the possession of the country | 
_ without giving any notice. This was the turning | 


point in the case. Mr. T. insisted that, or this 
flocking of our people into Oregon, we should 


acquire, in point of title only, an increase of the | 
difficulty; for a question would soon arise as to | 
how far Congress might dispossess American citi- || 


zens, and transfer them to the jurisdiction of ano- 
ther Government; therefore, he said, let the ques- 
tion be settled now. He urged that the notice 
should be immediately given for peace’s sake. 


The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. || 


Ruetr}] had told the House that we should not 


get it by giving notice; but Mr. T. believed, on | 


the other hand, that it was the only way in which 
we could get it. We never should obtain posses- 


sion of Oregon by refusing it. The advancing || 


wave of our enterprising population pouring over 
the mountains and filling Oregon might, indeed, 


give us power, but it gave us no rights, and would | 


multiply our difficulties. ‘The rapid settlement of 
the country was the very reason why notice should 


be given. Let our people know what they had to | 


calculate upon. Let them understand where they 


were going to settle—whether in the United States, | 
or out of them. Rapidly as they were now enter- | 
ing the territory, he believed they would emigrate || 
in much larger numbers if, they knew that when || 


they got there they could enjoy the _ and stable 
possession of their new homes. T 


all the acts and enjoy all the privileges of owners 
of the soil. But they could not do this so long as 
the very soil on which they built might the next 


year be surrendered to a foreign Government. It | 


was of primary importance that the boundaries 
of the territory should be settled as soon as pos- 
sible. 


The President had given to the House the most || 
abundant reasons why the contemplated notice 
should be given. He told the House, in the first 


place, that the negotiation had failed. In this, 
however, Mr. T. did not agree with him. The 
President seemed certain that no proposition would 


probably be offered us which we ought to accept. | 
Of this Mr. T. was satisfied, that none would be || 


offered which the President would accept. But 


that was a matter not in the power of the House, || 
but of the Executive. But, after such an assurance | 


from the official organ of the Government for con- 
ducting our foreign relations, it was time to put 
an end to the existing convention. Should such 
notice be given, it would be no reason against any 
mode of settling the difficulty. Mr. T. considered 
every honorable mode of settlement as still open 
to us, and he would put the whole matter in the 
President’s hands. When negotiation should have 


failed, it would not exclude any other mode of pro- || 


ceeding, not even the proposition of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts itself. It gave the President 


power for good, but none forevil. Mr. T. did || 


not, for one, believe that the argument was ex- 


hausted, and that we must stand to our arms. | 


That was not his pesition. He proposed a peace- 


ful measure, and one that was in strict conformity || 


with the Constitution. 


How, then, could the advocates of the notice be | 
charged with loving and seeking a war? War, he 


believed, was not desired by any; he viewed it as 


rey came with || 
the purpose of permanent settlement; they wanted || 
to build houses, to bring their flocks and herds, | 
to enclose and cultivate their farms, and to perform | 


| Even a war for liberty itself was rarely eee 
ted by the consequences. Yet the cetamon a 
ment of mankind consigned to lasting leila < 
people who would surrender their rights and fre. 
dom for the sake of adishonorable peace. |}, thi. 
matter, however, the question of peace or war did 
| not weigh a feather; it had nothing to do with i 
_and therefore he entreated gentlemen not to suffer 
| it to weigh upon their minds in coming to a do. 
cision on the subject before them. . 
In conclusion, Mr. 'T. observed that he had thys 
| given, with all candor and frankness, and as gyo. 
|| cinetly as he was able, the reasons that would ac. 
tuate him in the conclusion he should adopt. He 
would say, however, while he left to others the ine 
flated eulogiums and the bitter denunciations a 
which it had been his task to listen, that jt wos 
due to candor to admit that, although he thoyoh: 
that such denunciations were out of place here. he 
felt, at the same time, that they had their reirionen 
within him. Though the feeling was one which 
he could not approve, yet it was an American fee). 
ing, and one but too natural under the cireyy. 
stances. The pent-up reoollections of the wronvs 
| perpetrated by that great and haughty Power upon 
the human race would find some outlet in words 
| That human dust which had so long been trampled 
upon in the form of subject millions defrauded of 
|| rights, of freedom, of property, of life itself, had 
| at length found a human voice: it had elevated 
|| itself on this continent to the possession of bot) 
property and power; it had achieved the victory of 


a de- 


equality, and its ancient wrongs were not forgoiten, 
And the remembrance had constantly produced a 
|| secret struggling desire, felt not only in this Hall, 
|| but all over the country, to hurl back defiance and 
| menace against our ancient enemy. 
|| Meanwhile, Georgia wanted peace; but she 
| would not for peace sake yield either her own or 
| the nation’s rights. A new career of prosperity 
| was now before her; new prospects, bright and 
fair, opened to her vision, and lay ready for her 
| grasp; and she fully appreciated her position. She 
| had at length begun to avail herself of its advanta- 
ges by forming a great communicating line between 
| the Atlantic and the West. She was embarking 
in enterprises of internal improvement, and was 
_ beginning to provide manufactories for the employ- 
ment of her underpaid laborer. She saw nothing 
but prosperity ahead, and peace was necessary ii 
order to realize it; but still, if war must come—if 
it had been decreed of Heaven that Oregon must 
be consecrated to liberty in the blood of the brave 
and the sufferings of the free—Georgia would be 
found ready with her share of the offering; and, 
whatever might be her sacrifices, she would dis- 
play a magnanimity great as the occasion and pro- 
longed as the conflict 


Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor, but yielded 
it for a moment to 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, who gave notice of 
an amendment which he should offer when in 
order; which was read as follows: 


** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 

|‘ tives of the United States of America in Congress 
‘ assembled, That the President of the United States 
‘be, and he hereby is, authorized to open, at such 
|‘ time as he may deem expedient, a negouation 
|‘ with the Government of Great Britain for the 





_* purpose of terminating, by mutual consent, the 
| * convention which was entered into between the 


~ 


‘two Governments on the 6th of August, 1827.’ 


| Mr. HAMLIN resumed the floor, and address- 
ed the committee during the allotted hour. He 
came to the consideration of the question now pre- 
sented to them, he trusted, with a full understanc- 
ing of its momentous importance, and of the maz- 
| nitude of the interests that were committed to theit 
hands to be affected for weal or for wo by the right 
or the wrong decision of this question. The cye* 
of twenty millions of people were watching their 
action here, and the hearts of twenty millions 0! 
| freemen were beating with anxiety as to the action 
at which they were finally to arrive; and it had 
been well said by the venerable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Anams,] that for years that 
were past there had not been, and for years 
come there would not be, a question submitted to 


| the American Congress equal in its moment, equal 
|| in its importance. : iid 

Before proceeding directly to the discussion © 
this question, he designed to refer, and in a few 
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—_——————————— 
4 s te reply, to positions which had been 
ea > atlases win bad preceded him in this 
debate. And first, he concurred most cheerfully 
and most heartily in the sentiments of the gentle- 
man who had immediately preceded him in rela- 
tion to the character and the course the debate had 


|| well-fought field. 


assumed, and by him it should be diverted to no | 


improper direction. War, war, had been shouted 
within these walls and echoed over our vast coun- 
try, to react again upon this bod 


and on what authority were these echoes sent 


abroad through the land? He cared not whether || our common schools—to our churches, with their | 


the shout came up within these walls—whether it 
was manufactured here or elsewhere—he should 
not be diverted from his path of duty by that stale 
and senseless cry. He had heard it before, and 
upon this same subject years ago in the other end 


: and by whom, 


discussion, it was the same master-spirit that had | 


then raised this cry of war, war, to defeat this 


measure. Why was it that gentlemen assumed i] 


this position ?—a position which neither the facts 


order to produce a panic. Rome had her Punic war, 
but it was reserved for us to have our panic war. 
Let us examine (continued Mr. H.) briefly the 
position of the question before us. In 1818, a cer- 
tain convention was entered into between the re- 
spective Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain, relative to the territory upon our 
northwest coast, known as the Oregon Territory. 
That treaty was, by its own limitations, to remain 
in foree but ten years. In 1827 it was renewed 
by atreaty which was to be terminated whenever 
either of the two high contracting parties should 
give twelve months’ notice of their desire for it. 
And now, forsooth, because we eome here in the 
way marked out by the treaty to exercise the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


| free people reposes, and, | trust, forever will re- 


7 sancnpantiaeinen 
i 
| 
j 


| zens to be found in our Union. 


On 


_many a northern hill, and the barren sands of the | 


South had drunk in their best blood. 


Sir, (said | 


| Mr. H.,) 1 point with pride to the North, and in- | 


|| Vite you there to witness asystem which has grown 
1 point | 


up with us, and which is our ornament. 
you to our system of free labor. 1 point you to 
| spires pointing towards heaven—and | glory in 
them. They are the monuments that belong to a 
people who have the true spirit of citizens of a free 
| Government. But I stop not there; l ask you to 


| go with me throughout this whole broad nation, 
ofthis Capitol. When this subject was there under | 


I point you to her—I point you to the whole 
Union—as a monument of political grandeur tow- 
| ering towards the heavens; upon which the friend 
of freedom, wherever upon our globe he may be, 


| May gaze; around whose highest summit the sun- | 
here or elsewhere justified, and a position taken in || 


light of glory forever shines, and at whose base a 


| pose. So much for New England, my home; so 
| much for the Union, my country. 


* * . . if 
of her citizens he had a word to say. He believed | 
| them to be as cove as any other class of citi- | 


E- 


— 


This faithful discharge of governmental duties 


_ will be one of the strongest arguments in favor of 


They had exhib- | 
|| ited their patriotism and their valor on many a | 
Their bones had bleached on | 


| Mr. H. now advanced to a more direct discus- | 
| sion of the question immediately before them; and 

he first asked the attention ot the House to the | 

duty which they, as guardians of the public weal, | 

| owed to themselves and to their common country. | 


power thus specially provided for in that treaty, | 


we are to be met as the war party! I repel the 
imputation, and I hurl it back again, (said Mr. FH.) 
It is that very ery in and of itself that tends more 
to produce a war than any other course which can 
be taken here. We on this side of the House are 
the peace party. Timid counsels tend to war— 
“fear admitted to our councils betrays like trea- 


son.”? I cannot sympathize, then, with gentlemen 


who use this argument, although they may use it | 
honestly; nor will I permit it to divert this discus- | 


tion, so far as Lam concerned, from its true and 
legitimate track. We ask nothing on this side of 
the House but the exercise of our constitutional 


rights—rights that are pointed out and defined by || 


And 


the very treaty under which we are acting. 


|| an ancient ane that the Government which | 


is it true that the exercise of these rights, as we | 


propose it, is any cause of war? No, sir. ‘* Old 
men see visions, and young men dream dreams,”’ 


the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Hunrer] tells | 


us; and my word for it, it was but the dream of 
the gentleman’s waking hours when he made his 
anti-war speech, on the ground that this notice 


was a measure designed in any way or calculated | 


tobe a war measure. While with gentlemen in 
all parts of the House he most cheerfully concur- 
red that peace was to be desired above everything 


else, save the preservation of our national rights | 


and our national honor, he (Mr. H.) did not hold 
war to be an evil from which they should shrink, 
when the preservation of our national rights and 
our national honor demanded it. If we were to be 
deterred from exercising our constitutional rights 


by that stale clamor, then how long would it be | 


before we would be stripped of every right we do 


possess, by inviting other Governments to aggres- 
sions upon us? 


There was another remark to which he wished | 


He called their attention to the duty which, as a 


component part of this Government, they owed to , 


its citizens wherever they may be found. 


If there | 


was a single duty which rises over, above, and | 


beyond all others, it was that of the American Re- 
public to afford protection to the American citizen 
wherever he may be found upon the American 
soil. It was one of the highest duties incident to the 


charge committed to their hands; wherever our na- | 
tional flag floats upon the breeze, it should be a | 


| certain index of ample protection to the American 


citizen in all his rights of person and of property. | 


| Why, is it true (asked Mr. H.) that, in the nine- 
teenth century, under this Government, which we 
believe to be the best the world has ever seen—is 
it true that the ery, ‘‘ 1 am an American citizen,”’ 


was in the palmy days of Rome? 


It was said by 


| feels most sensibly, and which redresses most 
upon its most humble citizen, but discharged the 
duties incumbent upon it. 
What, in a greater degree than the strict discharge 
of its duty to its citizens, will call forth their affec- 
tions and their loyalty, and will draw them forth to 


their common country in the hour of their coun- 
try’s peril? The citizen who realizes the full as- 
surance that his rights will always be defended 
with a sleepless vigilance, will, in his turn, ever be 
ready to discharge with promptness and fidelity all 
the duties that country may require of him. 
How, then, is our Government to extend that 
| protection and that aid which are required from it 


to its citizens—to those wanderers to the distant || the world, with their manufactured articles. 


| he stopped not here. 


| portion of its territory westward of the Rocky 
| mountains? Sir, those citizens have been wrested 
| from American soil to be tried for alleged offences 
by foreign laws. They have been dragged from 


|| firesides—and have been tried and held amenable 


toallude. Too often within these walls, in the dis- | 


cussion of various measures, had he heard taunts 
and reproaches, either directly or by implication, 
fast upon various sections of this Union; and when 
they had been directed to that section where it was 
his pride and his pleasure to reside, he had felt 


them thrill along his nerves like an electric shock, | 


and the impulses of his heart had been upon his 
lips to hurl them back again. But time and reflec- 
tion had chastened these feelings, and he passed 
them by in sorrow that they should come from the 
lips of any individual on this floor; and while it 
was his glory and his pride to be an inhabitant of 
that section whose motives were so often ques- 
oa here, he had a single word to say in behalf 
here in defence of what may have been the errors 
or the wickedness of her politicians; but in behalf 


nineteenth century, from this stale clamor of war 


tar 

uakdan do not precisely foresee what will be the 
consequences?’’ No; the notice should be given 
now, and protection to American citizens should 
| be extended wherever they are found on American 


protect the institutions and defend the standard of 


ringing in our ears, are we to stop and fold our | 
arms about us, and say, ‘* We will pause a while | 
before we give this notice—we may rouse the || 
lion in his lair—England, with her chain of mili- || 

posts around the world, may be aroused— | 


shall not be as sure a safeguard, and a pledge of | 
protection, as the cry, ‘1 am a Roman citizen,”’ | 


promptly, every injury visited by a foreign Power | 


And is it not truly so? | 


their peaceful homes—from their own domestic | 


' tion. 


'der them a manufacturing people. 


the advancement of the principles of our own free 
Government. The feeling of every citizen that 
gm in person and property is secured to him 
»y the laws and by the flag of his country, will 
serve more surely than aught else to extend and 
widen our broad domain. Let it be done, and our 
Government will pursue its onward course by its 
moral power, until it shall extend from the Isthmus 
of Darien to the frozen regions of the North—from 
the rough, rock-bound coast of the Alantic, back 
to the gentle murmurs of the Pacific. Then, in 


the inimitable language of our own distinguished 
poet— 


* Wide shall our own free race increase, 
And wide extend the elastic chain 
That binds in everlasting peace 
State after State—a mighty train.”’ 


Mr. H. next proceeded to the consideration of 
this question ina commercial point of view. Ore- 
gon was ours; it belongs to us; and the question 
of title he had no disposition here to examine. It 
had been thoroughly, ably examined by those who 
are in authority, and the result has been presented 
to the American Republic. He had no disposi- 
tion to zo into that examination. He should be 
well satisfied to rest himself on him who at least 
might be considered the Achilles of this question, 
in the position that our title was better than that 
of England. It was more: it was a perfect title. 
This being our territory, then, by laws and rules 
established by Great Britain herself, let them ex- 
amine carefully into its importance in a commer- 
cial point of view. ‘They were told on another oc- 
casion within these walls that it was necessary to 
extend our public domain in the southwest for the 
purpose of securing to our country a monopoly of 
the cotton-growing interest; and the arzument was 
as broad as our Union; it came home to the feel- 
ings, to the interests, and to the principles of ac- 
tion of the Representatives from every section of 
our country. Let them now weigh by the same 
rules—the rules established on that oceasion—the 
commercial considerations involved in this ques- 
The Northern and the Middle States are 
essentially manufacturing States—the Northern 
States particularly; they are situated in a high 
latitude, under a forbidding climate, and yet they 
have the industry of their citizens, the wat:r-pow- 
er, and the facilities given them by nature to ren- 
The South— 
the **sunny South’’—may grow the staple pro- 
duce of that country; and the West may be the 
granary not only of our own country, but, give it 
an outlet, the granary of the world. Then, he 
said, in a commercial point of view, this matter 


| came home to the feelings and the interests of eve- 


ry citizen of every section of our widely-extended 


‘country. The North must necessarily be the man- 
| ufacturing section of this Union; let them have an 
| outlet; let there be an easy mode of transportation 
| and communication to the far West, and we would 


to the laws of British provinces; and here, in the || 


become the manufacturers almost of the world. 


|The Northern and the Middle States must be that 
| eg of our Union, which will supply not only 


ndia but China, and all the Eastern portions of 
But 
The matter came home 
equally to the interests of the South, because for 
the supply of those manufactured articles the South 
would be called upon for their staple, for increased 


| production of that staple, which in its manufac- 


tured form is thus destined to find its way to the 
markets of the East. It was a question in which 
the West had no right to assume a particular in- 
terest. It was a question which came home equal- 


_ ly to the North, the South, the East, and the West. 


It was a great national question, co-extensive with 
our Union. Why, we were already opening our 
markets in the East; we have already established 


|| our treaty stipulations with China; we have al- 
| ready sent our cotton and manufactured goods into 


|| the 


| soil; and then that flag that had been borne aloft | 
| in triumph in the battle and in the breeze, upon | 
| the ocean and upon the lakes, the emblem of pro- | 
|| tection to each and to every of our citizens, will 


| float forever over the homes of a free and happy 


‘| people. That flag which now 
that people. He had no objections to interpose | 


So proudly drinks the morning light 
| O’er ocean’s wave in foreign clime, 
' A symbol of our might.”’ 


astern Empire. Last year more than six 


| millions of American manufactures -were sent to 


_ been of cotton goods. 


the Eastern continent, and of that amount more 
than four millions of dollars is believed to have 
We have opened the Chi- 


nese market, and in opening that market, with the 


advance which commerce will give in that distant 
portion of the globe to civilization, to refinement, 


_and to Christianity, we have opened a market 


which will call for untold millions of the manufac- 
tured articles of the Northern and Middle States— 
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manufactured from tt p 
side, the commerce of the North was deeply inter- 
ested in her whaling-ships. 


a hundred smaller vessels, manned by more than 
20,000 of our citizens, and sending home as the 
fruits of their labor more than three millions of oil 
annually. 


Mr. H. proceeded to enlarge upon the value and 


extent of the commerce which would grow up be- 
tween the East Indies and our Pacific country, if 
we had possession of Oregon. The trade between 
the United States and the East Indies was already 
ve’y important. But it would be vastly increased 
when we should find a route for that trade overland 


to the Pacific and across that ocean to India. | 


Wherever commerce went, there the lights of civ- 
ilization and Christianity would soon be found. 
W herever the people of the East have become en- 
lightened by commercial intercourse with us, she 
would consume a vast quantity of our products, 
while they would supply us liberally with theirs, 
Who could tell what uncounted millions of manu- 
fuctured goods from the United States would be 
marketed inthe East Indies? Commerce was there- 
fore deeply interested in preserving the integrity of 
our domain. He would gladly pursue this subject 
further if time was allowed, and show that this 
question was one that concerned the commerce of 
the whole country, and that the whole people of 
the United States were interested in it. But he was 
limited in time, and he could not pursue the subject 
in all its details, 

He was in favor of giving this notice, as he had 
already declared. He was in favor of giving it now. 
For this course he would give reasons. First, he 
trusted that by giving the notice, the danger of de- 
lay and of obstruction in our councils would be ob- 
viated. The gentleman who had immediately pre- 
ceded him in the debate [Mr.'Toomss] preferred the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hruwsarp,| which left it discretionary with the 
President to give the notice at such time as he might 
see fit. That would lead to serious difficulties. He 
would say that this proposition came with no good 
design, so far as he could judge of it, though he 
had no doubt of the honorable motives of the gen- 
tleman who offerea it. It would change the issue 
which ought to be made. Instead of inquiring whe- 
ther we would act and act now, we would, by this 
course, give a discretionary power to the Executive 
‘> act or not, and either now or ata later period. 
Some would think that the President had acted too 
soon if he acted now. Others would think that he 
had acted too late if he postponed it. It would give 
an opportunity to many to shelter themselves from 
responsibility, and to reproach the President with 
having acted out of time. ‘The true question was, 
whether we should give the notice now? Should 
we assume the responsibility of action, or throw it 
upon the President? ‘That was an important ques- 
tion. Why should not we take upon ourselves the 
responsibility of action in the matter? 


That ocean is now | 
covered with nearly seven hundred ships, and half | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





1is staple of the South. Be- || As well might a mother expect the love of her 


children whom she repelled from her bosom, and 


cast out into the world without protection, it 


Many gentlemen wished to shift the responsi- | 


bility off from themselves; and then, if the Presi- 


dent should act promptly, they would say he was | 


rash, imprudent, hasty; and if he waited for a 
while, they would say that he had let slip the 
golden moment. Why, if the subject had been 
referred to us, and if the power belonged to us, 
should we not exercise the power and give the no- 
tice at once? If there was any advantage in giving 
the notice at all, it was proper to give it at the ear- 
liest moment, without loss of time. If we did not 
give it now, in what position should we be left? 
The whole subject would be suffered to take its 
chance, without an effort on our part to maintain 
our rights. He knew that it had been recommend- 
ed to us to adopt ‘* a wise and masterly inactivity”’ 
—-that was, to do nothing. 
it masterly duplicity, or masterly dishonesty, to 
take measures, in an indirect way, to get posses- 
sion of the country, without suffering our object 
to be known. How long did gentlemen wish to 
carry on this masterly duplicity ? 


He would rather call | 


Some of them | 


had fixed a limit to it of twenty years. Sir, (said | 


Mr. H.) I have a single idea on that point. We | 


had told our people that they might occupy that 
country. 


Were they to be thus encouraged to go | 


there and setile, and yet not be entitled to our pro- | 


tzction? If you do not take them under your wing, 


ean you expect to retain their affection? No: they | 


would be faithless to themselves if they gave you 
any confidence or affection after such treatment. 


would be a most unnatural mother that would cast 


_ off her children, as we would do were we not to give 


| 


this notice. Should we acquire a colony by this 
course of master! dishonesty, it would make us 
the reproach of undies: There was one thing 
in the British Government that he admired, much 
as he despised all the vaunting about her power, 


and greatness, and glory. He admired it for one | 


special quality—its care of its subjects. It gave 
yrotection to its subjects all over the world. 
V herever the subject of England might be, he was 
covered with the protection of British laws and 
British power. 
— worthy of imitation. 


Te would go a step further than the notice, and || 


| extend the protection of our laws over our citizens 


in Oregon. 
our duty. 


bind indissolubly together in one union the people 
of the Atlantic and the people of the Pacific. He 
would go fora railroad across the Rocky moun- 
tains—for annihilating time and space between us 
and the inhabitants of the Pacific coast. In a mili- 
tary point of view, this railroad would be neces- 
sary. 


and defence of the country, to establish this mode | 


of communication. While it would afford military 


nro for the defence of the country, it would | 


»e the means of creating a vast trade between the 


eastern and western portions of the continent. The | 
immediate consequence of such a trade would be 


to open a traffic in our manufactures with the peo- 
ple of the East Indies; next, we should be able to 


drive out all competition on the part of the British || 


fabrics in that lucrative and important trade. We 


would, by means of this overland communication, | 


be soon able to create immense commercial depéts 
on the coast of the Pacific. We could make voy- 
ares to the East Indies in half the time that Great 


Britain could. Our manufactures would thus com- | 


pete in that important and increasing market, with 
those of Great Britain, and, indeed, drive out all 
competition; and thus they would become estab- 
lished on a firm foundation, without the aid of a 
black tariff to maintain them. He had always op- 


posed internal improvements by the General Gov- | 


ernment; but he would adopt this improvement as 


a military work—one necessary for the public de- | 
fence, though it would be used for civil and com- | 
mercial purposes. Should the United States delay | 


to do their duty to their citizens in Oregon, the 
British Government would avail themselves of the 
delay to take measures for securing the territory 
to her subjects. Great Britain had already, by 
force and fraud, covered the world with more than 
a hundred colonies. She had done this by blood 


and carnage, and in violation of the rights of all | 
nations with which sne had been connected as an | 


ally, or opposed to as a foe. The history of India 
would tell the whole story. In the year 1600, 


during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a charter for 


commercial purposes was granted to some private 
trading adventurers. This company have spread 
death and desolation over the East. Under War- 
ren Hastings every crime, every species of perfidy 
and cruelty and rapine was perpetrated for the 
acquisition of territory and of wealth by the com- 
pany. So fearful and prodigious was his rapacity 
and cruelty, that he became the theme of univer- 
sal execration by orators and poets. It had been 
remarked, in one of the invectives against him, 
that when some wretch, laden with horrid crimes 


without a name, should stalk through earth, and | 
| we want curses for hin— 


* We'd torture thought to curse the wretch ; 
And then, to damn him most supreme, 
We'd call him Hastings,” 

It would be easy to run a parallel between the 
East India Company and the Hudson Bay Com- 
ae . It would show us the necessity of taking 
rold of this matter in due time, and of giving this 
notice now. 

Government after Government had submitted to 
British power in the East—some being reduced by 
fraud and treachery, and others by force, until now 
the population brought under her sway amounted 
to more than a hundred millions. 
would be glad to trace the progress of this govern- 
ment in the East Indies; but not having time for 
that, he would say that, from beginning to end, it 


This, in his opinion, was an ex- | 


If we did not, we should fall shozt of | 
After doing this, he would go still fur- || 
ther, and create those bands of iron which were to |! 


We should be obliged, for the protection | 


Mr. H. said he | 
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| was stamped with infamy. He called the atten. 
| tion of the committee to these facts, in order to 
|| show that unless we gave the notice, the Hudson 
|| Bay Company, which was formed upon principles 
|| akin to that in the East, would, by gradual ey. 
|| croachments, become possessed of all the stron> 
|| positions in Oregon, and be more difficult to dis. 
|| lodge. We might, as he said again, find a parallel 
|| in their progress to the corporation that has so 
|| long oppressed and devastated the East. By what 
|| waters were the Hudson Bay Company originally 
| bounded? By those waters isamatins into Hud. 
| son’s bay. But still that company had, by virtue 
of a connexion with the Sesianean Company 
|| stretched across to the Pacific. It was the policy 
of Great Britain to plant and maintain colonies. 
|, and one of the modes of doing it was to operate 
| through chartered companies. This policy she 
| was now applying to the Territory of Oregon; and 
| 





it would succeed there as well as it had done else- 
where, unless we should interfere in behalf of oyr 
settlers to protect them, and give the notice of the 
|| termination of the joint convention. 

|| No longer ago than the year 1790, the British 
| Government claimed the right to make settlements 
| on the Pacific coast, north of the Spanish setile- 
| ments. Delay had taken place on the other side, 
|| and the encroachments of Great Britain were not 
observed. At length Great Britain had not only 
made settlements above the oldest Spanish setile- 
|,ments, but also far below them, and had now 
come down to the Columbia river. Originally her 
territorial pretensions were only to points beyond 
the old Spanish settlements; but soon she would 
come down to forty-seven. 

[A member here said, She is nearly there now.} 

Yes, sir, (said Mr. H.,) she will soon be there, 
even if she is not there now. What, then, can be 
|| gained by delaying the notice, which is the only 

means by which we can arrest her progress? © 
While gentlemen talked of war, which only ex- 
| sted in the visions of old men, or the dreams of 
| young ones—while this bugbear was held up, we 
| were losing the opportunity to secure for our- 
| selves and our children this most important and 
|| valuable country. What now would arise, was 
| only an inference on the part of these gentlemen. 
| They had not shown how it would arise. They 
| had not shown us the modus operandi. But we 
| well knew that the British pretensions would be 
| strengthened by our eternal delay. The longer 
we delayed the notice, the more arrogant would 
the Briush pretensions become. One point more. 
Our old men, the gentleman from Virginia says, 
|| see visions, our young men dream dreams. He 
was not old, and he could see visions; and the 
dreams he left to the gentleman from Virginia. 
Let those who dreamed imagine that a war will 
arise from our asSertion of our rights; he did not 
believe it. But the vision he saw was that of a 
»opulous and enterprising State on the slope of the 
Papific, with manufactures, and commerce, and 
|| navigation. The waters rushing down to the Pa- 
cific would turn thousands of wheels and spindles. 
|| Our people would move to that region, and carry 
with them all their arts and skill in all the various 
branches of manufactures which we have estab- 
lished in this region. In due time they will supply 
a large portion of America, as well as Asia, wit 
their fabrics. 

It would not be long before our settlements 
would extend down to the Mexican boundary. 
He appealed to gentlemen from the South to come 
up to the rescue, and avail themselves of this fair 
opportunity to obtain Oregon. He asked their 
attention to the position we occupied before the 
American people and the world, in regard to this 
| subject, and assured them that for us there was 10 
| retreat from the responsibility of this act, without 
‘incurring the just reproach of the people of te 
United States, and, indeed, of the whole world. 
| The Executive had presented his views to Con- 
|| gress, and had recommended to us the passage 0! 
‘the measure now before us. He had asked for 
our early action upon it. ‘The stale cry of w 
‘ought not to prevent us from discharging this 
duty; and if we should falter in performing It, we 
should be branded as unfaithful to our trust. The 
|| Executive had laid before us a statement of ~“ 
| just claims, showing that they had a solid ant 
stable basis. The whole world would be cot 
vinced of their truth and justice; and would an 
American Congress be found slow to defend and 
assert them? He (Mr. H.) would appeal again ‘ 
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the South, and to the s irit of their fathers—of 
Sumter, Marion, and inckney—and call upon 
them to come up to this duty of efending our soil. 
Should fear of consequences prevent us from vindi- 
cating our rights from foreign aggression? _ Should 
the horrors of war deter them trom pursuing their 
line of duty? Will they not come up to the strug- 


gle, if need be, and like ‘‘reapers descend to the | 
harvest of death >”? True, the South has peculiar | 
interests that would be hazarded in a war; but has | 


not the whole Atlantic border a deep stake in the 
continuance of peace? We, sir, in the northeast 
have an extensive commerce, — Our ships are found 
in every sea, and we have cities on the seaboard 
exposed to the assaultsofanenemy. But, sir, we 
are willing to hazard —— in the defence of 
our country, and to lay all ow 

ing on the altar of the public safety. But who 
can believe, sir, that England will 


treaty stipulations? This was too absurd an idea 

to be for a moment entertained by any one. 
But there was another view of the subject. 

did not pretend to bea wizzard, nor to foretell future 


events; but coming events sometimes cast their | 


shadows before them. Judging of the future by 
the past, he would say that the moral force of our 
institutions would spread themselves over every 
portion of this continent. ‘Their progress was as 
certain as destiny. He could not be mistaken in 
the idea that our flag was destined to shed its lustre 


over every hill and plain on the Pacific slope, and | 


on every stream that mingles with the 
What would monarchical institutions do—what 


would tyrants do—in this age of appa 


this age of steam and of lightning? The still small 
voice in our legislative halls and seminaries of 


learning would soon be reéchoed in distant lands. | 


Should we fold our hands and refuse, under all 
these circumstances, to discharge our duty? 


it like men: 


“ And the gun of our nation’s natal day, 
At the rise and set of sun, 
Shall boom from the far northeast away 
To the vales of Oregon: 
And ships on tire seashore luff and tack, 
And send the peal of triumph back.” 


The committee then rose and reported. 


Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committtee on En- | 
rolled Bills, reported corect the ‘* Bill to repeal the | 


‘act which abolished the office of one of the In- 


‘spectors-General of the army, and to revive and 
‘establish said office.’’ 


Mr. WHEATON, from the same committee, || 


reported correct the ‘ Act to continue the office of 
the Commissioner of Pensions,” and the act for 
the relief of James Bogardus. 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. 


Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House || 


that the Senate had passed a bill entitled ** An act 


‘for the relief of David T. Williamson, of Pope |, 


‘county, State of Arkansas.’’ 


AMERICAN SETTLERS IN OREGON. 1 


Mr. DOUGLASS rose and said that he wished 
to submit a motion which he supposed would meet | 


with unanimous concurrence, inasmuch as it would || 
remove the obstacles which would otherwise pre- | 


sent themselves to-morrow to the continuation of 


the debate which had been going on for some days || 


on the resolution of notice. | 
The House would recollect that the bill which | 
he had some time since reported from the Commit- | 


tee on the Territories, ‘to protect the rights of || 


American settlers in the Territory of Oregon, until | 
the termination of the joint occupation of the 
same,”’ had been made the special order for to- | 
morrow. The committee were of opinion, so he | 
believed was the House, that this discussion, as it | 

ad commenced, had better go on. And for that | 
purpose, and with a view that certain slight alter- 
ations might be made in the bill, he would move 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union be discharged from the consideration at 
present of that bill, and that it be recommitted to 

¢ Committee on the Territories. 

€ motion was unanimously agreed to. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Mr. WICK, leave having been denied, moved | 
& suspension of the rules, toenable him to introduce | 
® resolution giving the use of the Hall, on the even- 
ing of the 20th instant, to the Colonization Society. | 


our wealth as an offer- | 
o to war be- | 


cause we do an act that we are entitled to do by | 


He | 


acific. | 


No; | 
let us march steadily up to this duty, and discharge | 





The House refused to suspend the rules, 
| But forthwith adjourned. 


| 


. 





| 
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| 
| IN SENATE. 
| 


munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 


| of Illinois. 
i PETITIONS. 


tional Institute for the Promotion of Science, 
praying that an appropriation may be made for 
defraying the expenses incident to the custody and 
| preservation of the property committed to their 
charge; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

Mr. C. also presented a remonstrance of citi- 

zens of Michigan, against the admission of Texas 
| into the Union asa slave State; which was laid on 
|| the table. 
Mr. C. further presented the petition of Deliver- 
|| ance Slasson, a revolutionary soldier, praying an 
| Increase of his pension; which was referred to the 
|, Committee on Pensions. 


liam R. B. Gale, praying compensation for his ser- 
| vices as bearer of despatches from the American 
|| consulate at Tunis to the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


was laid on the table. 


; , 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


|| Updike, an officer in the revolutionary army, pray- 
| ing a pension; which was referred to the Commut- 
|| tee on Pensions. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the memorial 


a musician in the revolutionary army, praying that 
he may be allowed bounty land in remuneration of 
his revolutionary services; which was referred to 
|| the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a resolution passed by 
| the Legislature of Vermont, directing their Sena- 


tors and Representatives in Congress to use their | 


exertions to obtain authority from the Government 

for the delivery of the cannon taken from the ene- 
|| my at the battle of Bennington, in 1777, to be de- 
| posited in the State-house of said State; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


rants; which, on his motion, was ordered to be 
—— and referred to the Committee on Public 
ands. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


of the 4th section of ** An act making appropria- 
‘ tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
‘ Government for the year ending the 30th day of 
‘ June, 1846, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
3d March, 1845. 

Also, ‘‘ A bill to incorporate the Columbian Mu- 


|| tual Fire Insurance Company.” 


to amend the Constitution in relation to the election 
of President and Vice President of the United 
States, and other officers under the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Foreign 


knowledged by the United States, asked that said 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the subject, and that the memorial be laid 
upon the table; which, on motion, was agreed to. 





The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 


ting information called for by the resolution of the | 
Senate in relation to the mineral lands in the State | 


Mr. CASS presented the memorial of the Na- | 


Mr. SIMMONS presented the memorial of Wil- | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a | 
memorial of citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, | 
praying that States hereafter applying for admis- | 
sion into the Union be required by law to make a | 
| declaration of their assent to certain principles con- | 
tained in the Declaration of Independence; which || 


Mr. J. also presented the petition of Hector Per- || 
|| kins, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; | 


| of Simeon Hubbard, in behalf of Cooper Polyreen, | 


Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Cadwal- 
| lader Wallace, praying compensation for certain | 
outstanding Virginia military bounty land war- || 


Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of 
| citizens of Eastern Pennsylvania, asking that the | 
| independence of the colony of Liberia might be ac- || 
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Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the communication 
from the Secretary of War made on the 12th in- 
stant, asked that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, and that 
the communication be laid upon the table; which, 
on motion to that effect, was so ordered, 

Mr. S. also, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to cause an examination to be made of the 
public lands subject to the overflowing of the Mis- 
sissippi river between Memphis and Vicksburg, 
with an estimate of the probable amount required to 
protect them from such overflow, and the quantity 
of lands which will thereby become saleable; and re- 
porta plan for such protection, if practicable, at the 
present session of Congress, or at an early day of 
the next session. 

The resolution lies over. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Pierre Menard and 
others, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, 
deceased, reported the same without amendment, 
and submitted a special report on the subject; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Da- 
vid D. Porter, in behalf of Evelina Porter, for a 
pension, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee 
on Claims, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Wm. D. Chee- 
ver, deceased, reported the same with amendment, 
and submitted a special report on the subject; 
which was ordered to Le printed. 





COLLECTIONS FOR THE MONUMENT TO 
WASHINGTON. 
Mr. BENTON said that some days ago, when 


the resolutions from the House of Representatives 
Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Janes | 


in relation to the erection of a monument to General 
Washington was before the Senate, he made ob- 
jections to it on acccount of what he well knew, of 
his own knowledge, as to the mannner of the col- 
lections for that purpose in Missouri. He at that 
time confined himself to that State, because the 
facts were within his recollection; but some person 
to him unknown had since placed in his posses- 
sion a printed report, made by the Board of Mana- 
gers, in which was stated what had been done in 
the way of collections during the three years the 
association had then been in operation. He would 
read some of the items, for the purpose of letting 
the Senate see that, as strongly as . condemned 
the proceeding, it fell far below what he had sub- 
sequently learned; and he would ask to refer the 
document to the committee who had the resolution 
of the House before them, that they might see the 
consummate folly and wastefulness of this scheme. 
He then read from the report to which he alluded 

and commenced with Masgachsetts: after three 
years, “no collections made.”? Rhode Island : 


$145 50, $123 68 accounted for. New Hampshire: 


$116 50 collected, $4 59 accounted for, and a note 
well secured for ninety dollars, which, with five 


| dollars counterfeit bank note received by him, [the 


Mr. MILLER gave notice of his intention, by || collector,} will settle the account. Maine: $1,895 89 


leave of the Senate, to introduce a bill explanatory || 


collected, $1,608 97 received. Vermont: $35 50 
collected, $31 95received. Connecticut: $1,740 36 
collected, $1,438 61 received. New York: $1,892 12 


‘ collected, $1,167 21 received; “balance due of 
$441 10, after allowing commission; books of sub- 
scription not received.’’ New Jersey: $1,656 92 
collected, $1,419 61 received; twenty dollars and 
| fifty cents in counterfeits. Pennsylvania: $2,897 19 

Mr. BAGBY gave notice of his intention, by 
leave of the Senate, to introduce a joint resolution 1 and by another collector in that State 
lected, 239 58 received. Maryland: $3,057 99 re- 


collected, $2,294 24 received; balance due, $168 39. 
Delaware: $123 40 received; no account rendered; 
$269 53 col- 


ceived; no accounts rendered. Virginia: $1,500 
received; ‘accounts not fully rendered.’ orth 
Carolina: $515 18 collected, $436 received. South 


| Carolina: $720 collected, $612 received. Kentucky: 


$2,071 50 collected, $1,610 received. Ohio: 48,535 41 
collected, $5,952 24 received; ‘* balance due of $1,- 


| 132 86, after deducting commission, for which suit 


is brought,” and $438 95 ‘‘ received, but books of 
subscription not yet received.”” Tennessee: no 
receipts or accounts rendered. Louisiana: $701 25 
received; ** accounts but partially rendered, show- 
ing a collection of $561.’ Indiana: $340 received; 
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no accounts rendered. Illinois: $700; no accounts | 
rendered, Missouri: no regular accounts rendered. || 
The collector “‘ acknowledges the receipt of $1,599, | 
a part of which he has applied to expenses, and | 
deposited the balance in the hands of individuals, | 
for want of banks, subject to his order.’’ Alaba- | 
ma: no account. Mississippi: no account render- || 
ed. Florida: no account rendered. District of | 
Columbia: $1,057 28 collected, $890 02 received; | 
balance due, after deducting commission, $8 68;” || 
‘about $450 remain to be collected from subscri- || 
bers. Since the statement was made out, ten dol- 
lars have been received.’’ 

Mr. B. abstained from naming the agents, be- 
cause he aimed at the system, not at individuals, 
anid he would only add, that he was entirely op- 
posed to giving the sanction of the Government to 
any individual, or set of individuals, on the face of 
the earth, to the sending out persons into collection | 
districts for the purpose of raising funds—a sys- | 
tem which would be productive of nothing more || 
than ** a bergerly account of empty boxes.”” He 
moved to refer the report to the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia. 

[A messave was received from the President of | 
the United States, communicating several mes- 
saves in writing, and informing the Senate that he 
has approved and signed the act repealing the act | 
abolishing the office of one Inspector-General of | 
the army.] 

Mr. DAYTON said that as this was but a prelimi- 
nary matter, it was scarcely necessary to remark 
much on what had been brought before the Senate. | 
It would be sufficient for him to call the attention 
of the committee to the fact, that the report from 
which the Senator from Missouri read was made 
in 1838, and that subsequent to the date of the 
report the whole matter had been settled satisfac- 
torily to those interested in it. The report showed 
that every collector entered into a bond of five thou- 
sand dollars, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duty; and in every instance where | 
there was a failure, prosecution ‘had ensued, and 
the money acquired, with a single exception, (in | 
the State of Alabama,) where the security himself | 
was utierly insolvent. He begged leave to present 
a report from Mr. George Watterston, the secre- 
tary of the association, enclosing a statement from 
the treasurer, giving a satisfactory account of the | 
transactions, and showing that even the amount 
collected in Missouri had been accounted for; and | 
although it had been loaned by the collector, it had |! 
since been paid out of private funds. 

In connexion with this matter, he would move 
that the letter of the secretary of this association || 
be also referred to the Committee on the District | 
of Columbia. 

Mr. BENTON inquired whether the money had || 
been paid out of the collector’s private funds. 

Mr. DAYTON replied that the money had been 
paid, either by the collector or in his behalf. At 
all events, the money had come into the possession | 
of the association. 

The report presented by Mr. Benton, and the 
letter presented by Mr. Dayton, were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


INTERPOSITION OF FOREIGN POWERS. 


Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he would to-mor- | 
row, or on some day thereafter, ask leave to intro- | 
duce a joint resolution declaratory of the principle 
by which the United States will be governed in re- 
gard to the interposition of the Powers of Europe 
in the political affairs of the independent nations of 
America. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 


Mr. TURNEY, pursuant to notice, asked, ob- 
tained Jeave, and introduced “ a bill to establish a 
‘national armory at the Suck on the Tennessee 
‘river, in the State of Tennessee;’’ which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

saLT, &c. | 

Mr. BENTON, pursuant to notice, asked, ob- 
tained leave, and introduced “A bill to repeal the | 
‘acts levying a duty on imported salt, and granting | 
‘certain fishing bounties and allowances to fishing | 
tw . . . . 
vessels, in lieu of a drawback of the duties paid 

on foreign salt used on fish exported;’’ which was 
rend twice, and referred to the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


_ Mr. BERRIEN presented the following resolu- | 
tion; which was agreed to: 





|| sary to enforce the provisions of the act approved 
3d day of March, 1845, establishing a post route | 


|| Carolina, by sea. 
y 


|| taken place upon it, was referred to the Printing | 


Jan. 13, 

==: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit. 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire whether | tees for reports. 

any, and what, legislation by Congress is neces- 





| INDIAN TRIBES‘ IN TEXAs. 
| 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported the following reso. 
lution: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
Mr. BAGBY presented the following resolution; || ed to communicate to this House all the informa. 
which was agreed to: tion in his possession touching and relating to the 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs || relation of this Government with the Indian tribes 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |, residing in the State of Texas; what are their sup- 


between the cities of Savannah, in the State of | 
Georgia, and Charleston, in the State of South 
i 


| 


_ providing by law for the payment of the balance || posed numbers; what extent of territory do they 
| of certain claims ascertained and reported by the || occupy, giving as definitely as may be the bounda. 


then agent to be due to certain persons for losses || ries of their country; what treaties have been made 
sustained during the Creek war. | with said Indians, and what efforts to make trea. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the following resolu- || ties with the same, and what disposition to treat 
tion; which, after a brief explanation from Mr. || with this Government have they manifested, and 
Puetps, to the effect that, in consequence of this || what necessity of establishing an agency exists 
message being communicated to the Bonete just on || and what, in the opinion of the department, would 
the eve of the close of the session, no action had || be the grade of such agency. 


The SPEAKER said that the resolution, being 


Committee: | acall for information, must, by the rule, lie over 


Resolved, That the message of the President of 
the United States, communicated to the Senate the 
13th of September, 1841, in answer to a resolution 
of that body, with copies of the eavereenenetee 
touching the origin, progress, and conclusion of 
the late convention between the United States and 
the kingdom of Sardinia, be printed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to pay the debt due by the United States | 


to 'T’exas, when the latter was an Independent State, 
was taken up; but, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, 
was passed over informally for the present. 


On motion of Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, the bill 


for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard was also pass- | 
ed by informally, at the request of Mr. ‘Turney, | 
who desired further time to satisfy himself of the | 


justness of the claim. 

The bill for the relief of the widow of Colonel 
William McRea was taken up, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BENTON called for the reading of the re- 
port accompanying the bill; which being ordered, 
the same was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. B. referred to the long-continued faithful ser- 


vices of the deceased, who entered the service of | 
his country in the year 1791, and continued therein | 


for a period of forty-one years. His life (Mr. B. 
said) was literally worn out in the public service, 
and the question now was, whether a distinction 
should be kept up between the widows of naval 
officers and the widows of officers of the army. 
While the navy pension fund was in existence, 
Congress was free from these applications; since 
it had been abolished, the business of naval pen- 
sions had been transferred to the Commissioner 


of Pensions, who estimated that $33,000 would be | 


paid to widows during the present year. 


Mr. SEVIER said that he had not the least ob- | 


jection to the passage of the bill in this particular 
case; but he feared it would be a dangerous pre- 


cedent, and that the effect of the passage of this | 


bill might be to bring in the cases of all widows of 
officers during the late war with Great Britain for 
pensions for five years. Could the treasury stand 
this? Ifthe gentleman [Mr. Benton] had no ob- 
jection, he hoped that the consideration of the bill 
would be postponed for a day or two. 

No objection being made, 1t was so ordered. 

A message was received from the House of Re 
resentatives, announcing that the Speaker of said 


House had signed several enrolled bills, to which | 
the Vice President was requested to affix his sig- | 


nature. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to effect a compromise with Mangle M. 
Quackenboss, was passed over informally; and, 
on motion of 

Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate proceeded into Ex- 
ecutive session; and, after some time spent therein, 
the doors were opened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 13, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read in 
part— 
On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the further read- 
| ing thereof was dispensed with. 
And then the Journal was approved. 


one day. 


y, 
| Mr. JACOB THOMPSON thought there could 


| be no objection to its present adoption. 

‘|| And no objection being made, the resolution was 

|, considered, and, without debate, adopted. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, made a report upon the memorial 
of the widow of Mervin P. Mix, accompanied by 
a bill to enable the Secretary of the Navy to pur- 
chase the right of using Mix’s patent manger-stop- 

_ per; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
PRIVATE. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 


| Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report 
| upon the petition of the heirs of Bartholomew 
|, Braddock; which was laid upon the table. 
| Mr. B., from the same committee, made a report 
| upon the petition of James Hillman, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief; which bill was read a first 
and second time, and committed to the Committee 
| of the Whole House to-morrow. 
Mr. SEAMAN, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of Daniel Ingalls, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
| a first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
|| mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
| Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions, made an adverse report upon the peti- 
| tion of Nathan Ashley; whisk report was laid 
upon the table. 
| Mr. GOODYEAR, from the same committee, 
|| made an adverse report upon the petition of Sam- 
uel Cochran and Dennis Doggert ; which was laid 


} 


|| upon the table. 
|| Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, made 
|, adverse reports — the petition of John L. Allen, 
‘| Elias Carpenter, Hector St. John Beetly, and Eli- 
jah Buchanan ; which reports were laid upon the 
| table. 
|| Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions, made a report upon the petition of the heirs 
| of William Evans, accompanied by a bill for their 
| relief; which bill was read a first and second time, 
|| and committed to a committee of the Whole House 
| to-morrow. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER, from the same com- 
| mittee, made adverse reports upon the petitions of 
‘| Aaron Tucker and of Andrew and John Moddrell; 
which reports were laid on the table. 


| On motion of Mr. STARKWEATHER, 

| Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

| sions be discharged from the consideration of the 

| petition of Sally Thomas, the widow of Cornelius 
homas, and that it be referred to the Committee 

on Naval Affairs. 


| Mr. STARKWEATHER, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports upo® 
the petition of Eli West and Jesse Biddle; which 
| reports were laid on the table. 


_ On motion of Mr. HARALSON, | 

| Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
_ be discharged from the consideration of the mem 
‘rial of Josephine Nourse, and that it be referred 


} 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 
| Mr. RELFE, from the Committeee on Public 


| Lands, to which the subject was referred, report 
| bill granting to the States of Missouri and Ar 











184 


— 


kansa@ 
the N 
for th 
creasil 
thereo 
bill w 
ted to 
state ¢ 

Mr. 
on Pu 
to apy 
domai 
nal im 
other | 
ment. 


Comn 
Union 


Mr. 
mittee 
extent 
‘ supp 
‘ survi 
appro’ 
mitted 

The 

The 
ness 0) 
in rela 
report, 


Mr. 
in his 
prayin 
Falls ¢ 
this pe 

Mr. 
was n 
to be, | 
printin 
where 

Mr. 
titlon | 
be prin 

Mr. 
petition 

The 
HeENue 

Mr. 
titions. 

Mr. 
Coss, | 
zens, 
the Co: 
to the 

A di 
And 
on Ros 
fused. 
Mr. 
dry joi 
which, 
ordered 
Also, 
dred ar 
praying 
which ' 
and Ca 
Also, 
ary sole 
Commi 


Mr." 
hitherte 
the floc 
some ti 
of Man 
which y 
this cor 
memorj 
sented 
he felt t 


he mer 
mere] ys 

Mr, 9 
memoris 
lueg to 


he Mis 





1846. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


lee eee 


ain alternate sections of land in and near | 

bane Madrid and St. Francis river swamps, | 
for the purpose of reclaiming said lands, and in- ! 
creasing the value of the public lands in the vicinity || 
thereof, accompanied by a report in writing; which | 
pill was read a first and second time, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the bill 
to apply certain alternate sections of the public | 
jomain toward the completion of works of inter- | 
nal improvement in the State of Michigan, and for 
other purposes, reported the same without amend- 
Me viered, That the said bill be committed to the | 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 


OLD INDIAN FIGHTERS. 


Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, from the select com- 
mittee appointed on the subject, reported a bill to 
extend the provisions of an act entited ‘An act | 
‘supplementary to the act for the relief of certain | 
‘ surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution,”’ | 
anproved the 7th June, 1832; read twice and com- || 

itted. 

The committees having been called through, | 
The SPEAKER stated that the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour would be the resolution | 
in relation to the printing of Captain Fremont’s 

report. 


FALLS OF THE OHIO. 


Mr. HENLEY rose and said that he had had 
in his possession for the last two weeks a petition | 
praying for the construction of a canal round the | 
Falls of the Ohio near Louisville. He desired that 
this petition might be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD made a suggestion, which 
was not heard, but the purport of which seemed 
to be, that if the House once began to order the 
printing of petitions, it would be difficult to say 
where it would stop. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved the reference of the pe- 
tition to the Committee on Commerce, and that it 
be printed. 

Mr. COBB inquired of the Speaker whether the 

tition came from private individuals. | 

The SPEAKER referred the gentleman to Mr. 
Hevtey for the information. 

Mr. COBB inguired if it was usual to print pe- 
titions. 

Mr. HENLEY, as to the first inquiry of Mr. 
Coss, explained that the petition came from citi- 
zens. And Mr. H. said he preferred a reference to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, rather than 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

A division of the question was ordered. 

And the petition was referred to the Committee 
on _— and Canals, but the printing was re- 
lused. 

Mr. PETTIT, on leave given, presented sun- 
dry joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana; 
which, on his motion, were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the petition of J. G. Pollock, and one hun- 
dred and twenty-four others, citizens of Indiana, 
praying for the improvement of the Maumee river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Olinger, a revolution- 
try soldier, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


INDIAN MISSION ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. THOMASSON rose and stated, that he had 
itherto been unfortunate in his efforts to obtain 
te floor. He had had in his possesssion for | 
sme time a petition or memorial from the Board 
| 








of Managers of the Indian Mission Association— | 
which was doing much good to the aborigines of 
‘is country. They were very anxious that the 
memorial should be printed. e would have pre- 
‘ented it under the rule, but for the desire which 
Ae felt that it should be printed. 

He moved that it be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and that it be printed. 

‘ Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired whether 
“eé memorial tended to legislation, or whether it 
uerely gave general information. 

Mr. THOMASSON said he thought that the 
memorial asked for a portion of the Indian annu- 
isto be given to certain Indian tribes west of 

. issippi river, in the ratio in which they 


are entitled to them, and complaining somewhat 
of the manner in which that fund had been dis- 
tributed. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON asked a division of 
the question, which was ordered. 

And then the memorial was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Indian Affairs, and was ordered to be | 


printed. 


FORWARD OFFICERS. 
Mr. THOMAS B. KING, on leave given, pre- 
sented a memorial of the forward officers of the 


| Exploring Expedition; which, on his motion, was 
| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. K. also presented the memorial of Captain 
Thomas Newell: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. WOODWORTH, on leave given, pesented 
certain petitions and remonstrances. 

Mr. DARRAGH asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion. 

And leave having been granted, 

Mr. D. introduced the resolution, which, after 
having been so modified by him, (at the sugzest- 


ion of Mr. McCLERNAND and Mr. THOMAS | 


B. KING, as to take the form of an inquiry into 
the expediency of the measure, instead of that of 
positive instruction,) was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill at as early a day as practicable, provi- 
ding for the appropriation of a sufficient sum of 
money to complete the marine hospital, com- 
menced on the sites owned by the United States 
near Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, Louisville, in 
Kentucky, and Cleveland, in Ohio. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved the 
following resolution; which was read and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 


ing a bill for the relief of General Hugh W. Dun- 


|lap, for mustering the militia into the service of 


the United States in the year 1836, in obedience to 
a requisition made upon the Executive of Missis- 
sipp1 by Major General Gaines. 

Mr. WOODRUFF presented the memorial of 
a large number of citizens of the city of New York 
against the repeal of the act of 1837, enlarging the 
right of pilotage into the port of New York: refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. DARRAGH, the memorial 
of the Board of Trade of the city of Pittsburg, 
relative to the improvement of the Ohio river, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into and report 
upon the application of John Bozeman, a soldier 
of the Revolution, now a citizen of Mississippi, 
to be placed on the pension roll. 


Mr. E. W. HUBARD obtained leave to intro- | 


duce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary be instructed to inquire into and report to 
this House, at the earliest practicable time, the 
amount of money expended on Captain Wilkes’s 
Exploring Expedition in the South Seas, and the 
cost of the several works which may have been, 
and the progress and cost of those now in a course 
of publication, descriptive of the same and its 
results; and the name, number, and pay of the 
several persons engaged as superintendents and 
undertakers of said publications; and whether the 
said works have been published from the Govern- 
ment plates for the use and benefit of private indi- 
viduals; and also, the number and description of 
all works thus published, and the authority for so 


doing. And also whether it is expedient to order | 
| any changes in any of said publications, or in the 
| superintendents or agents of the same. 


The resolution was read and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, on leave, 


it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


Means be instructed to inquire into the peveriety | 


of allowing the present Commissioner to the San 
wich Islands an outfit. 
On motion of Mr. YELL, on leave, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


| fairs be instructed to sages into the expediency 


of establishing a nation 


armory on the western 
waters. 
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Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, on leave, introduced 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he 
directed to report to this House a plan for a Consti- 
tutional Treasury, as suggested by the President’s 
Message, by supplementary provisions to the or- 
ganic act of 1789, without the unnecessary machin- 
ery and expense of the repealed sub-Treasury law, 
and with an earlier establishment of coin payments 
than proposed by the bill reported on the 19th De- 
cember of this session of Congress by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The resolution was read, and laid over for con- 
sideration, one day, under the rule. 


RESOLUTIONS GENERALLY. 

The preceding resolutions had been introduced 
on leave obtained in each case. At this point— 

Mr. VINTON moved that the rules establishing 
the order of business be suspended, and that the 
States be called regularly for the presentation of 
resolutions; those giving rise to debate, if any 
such should be presented, to be laid over for con- 
sideration, according to the rules. 
This mouion was adopted, two-thirds voting for 











| it. 
The States were called accordingly; and a very 


large number of resolutions were moved, as fol- 
low: 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act of Congress of April 2, 1844, 
providing for the disposition of certain goods seized 
for breach of the revenue laws as to include boats 
of a less value than one hundred dollars. 
| On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachu- 
setts, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with a statement 
showing the quantity of *‘ coarse wool” unmanu- 
factured, the value whereof at the last port or 
place whence exported to the United States is seven 
cents or under per pound, which has been import- 
ed into the United States and paid duties during the 
year ending June 30, 1845; also, during the quar- 
ter ending September 30, 1845. 

On motion of Mr. ASHMUN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings be instructed to inquire and report what altera- 
tions can be made in the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, so as to render it suitable for the 
transaction of the public business. 

Mr. ASHMUN also moved the following reso- 
lution; and, debate arising, it was laid over under 
the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and ne- 
cessity of diminishing the corrupting patronage of 
the Executive of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. D. P. KING, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to consider the expediency of reporting 
appropriations for the completion of the break- 
water at Sandy Bay, and for the protection of Lynn 
| harbor. 
| On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, it was 
| 1. Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
appropriations for placing proper buoys on Brert- 
|| ant’s Reef, near the entrance of the harbor of New- 
|| port, in the State of Rhode Island; on the Middle 
Ground, near the Dutch Island, in Narragansett 
| Bay; on Charles’s Ledge, in the Fast river; on a 
'| ledge of rocks half a mile from the Half Rock, in 
| Narragansett Bay; and on a new shoal making off 


|| from the south point of Goat Island, in the harbor 


|| of Newport, all in said State. — 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| making an appropriation to clear out and deepen 
|| Providence river, to Weybassett bridge, in said 
'| city, and also to clear out and deepen the harbor of 
| Providence. 

| On motion of Mr. E. B. HOLMES, it was 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
} 

t 


|| of establishing suitable fortifications for a military 
station at or near the mouth of the Genesee river, 
in the State of New York. 


Mr. H. WHITE moved the following resolu- 
| tion; and, debate arising, it was laid over under 
| the rule: 
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Resolved, That a survey and estimate of a ship- || Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Yell, and Young | man from Georgia, [Mr. Kinc,] and all other mem, 


lantic ocean, be made by the Engineer Depart- 


liest practicable period. 


Mr. GRIDER offered the following resolution: || 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


Pensions be instructed to report a bill authorizing 
the widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers, 


canal from the Gulf of Mexico across the peninsu- || —109. 
la of Florida to some suitable point upon the At- || 
'| rejected. 


ment, and their report to be delivered at the ear- | 


1 Mr. G. W. JONES offered the following reso- | fication of the resolution as would en 


bers, that the rule must be enforced. 
So the House decided that the bill should notbe || Mr. RATHBUN demanded the yeas and nay 
|| on the adoption of the resolution. - 
And it then received its second reading. || Mr. W. HUNT moved that the resolution be 

And, on motion, was referred to the Committee || laid on the table. 

on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. Mr. SCHENCK said he wished to ask the gen. 
FREMONT’S REPORT. || tleman who had demanded the previous question 
’ to withdraw it, with a view to admit such a modi. 


able the next 


who were married after 1794, and before 1800, to l] lution: | Congress to take any mileage that might be left__ 


the subject of pensions for the benefit of the wi- 
dows of said officers and soldiers married previous 
to 1794. 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested that the resolution 
should be so amended as not to be imperative, but 
to direct an inquiry into the expediency of such a 
measure, 


Mr. J. @, ADAMS said the subject had been a 


long time before the House, and he hoped that the \| 


resolution would pass in the form of instructions || ° : ar : ore 
|| ing explained that, under the uniform decisions of || Jefferson Davis, Delano, Dillingham, Dromgoole, 


| former years, it was in order for the mover of a || Dixon, John H. Ewing, Grider, Hamlin, Harper, 
|| resolution to submit a ee demand | E. B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hudson, Hun- 


to report a bill. 
Mr. McKAY objected to the consideration of 
@ resolution at this time. 
And Mr. BRINKERHOFF indicated his inten- 
tion to debate it. 
So the resolution lies over. 
CINCINNATI, COVINGTON, AND NEWPORT. 
Mr. TIBBATTS, on leave given, introduced a 
bill of the following title: “* A bill making an ap- 


‘ propriation for the improvement of the harbor at 
* the city of Cincinnati, and the construction of a 


‘channel-way between the same and the cities of | 


* Covington and Newport, to render the more ac- 
‘ cessible the military depét, and for the protection 
‘of the public property at the latter place.’’ 

The bill having been read a first time by its 
title, 

Objection was made by Mr. 8S. ADAMS, and 
in other quarters, 

Wherenpon the SPEAKER (Mr. Liyn Boyn, 
pro tem.) said that the question would be, ‘Shall 
this bill be rejected?” 

After some unimportant conversation, 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked the yeas and nays, but 
withdrew the demand. 

Mr. STEWART renewed the demand, and the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 


Whereupon the question, ‘* Shall this bill be | 
rejected ?’’ was taken, and decided in the negative | 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 


tarringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Burt, || 


Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, 


Cobb, Cullom, Daniel, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dock- || 


ery, Ellsworth, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Haral- 
son, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Geo. S. Houston, 


Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hunter, James || 
H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, || 


| 
| resolution. | The SPEAKER resumed his chair. 


George W. Jones, Lawrence, Leake, Maclay, 
McClernand, MeCrate, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barclay Martin, Moulton, Niven, Payne, Price, 
Reid, Ritter, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, Simp- 
son, Truman Smith, Strong, Jacob Thompson, 
Treadway, Williams, Woodward, Woodworth, 


. } 
draw pe nsions, according to the i sent laws upon ll he hereby is directed to distribute the extra copies | 
'| of Lieutenant Fremont’s report ordered to be print- || Mr. HAMLIN demanded the y 
|| ed by the last House amongst the members of the || 

| present House. 


| hope that the resolution would not be adopted. 


| of this House the right 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and The CHAIR said this was all out of order 


Whereupon Mr. Scuencx sat down. 
eas and nays on 


the motion of Mr. W. Honr that the resolution be 
| laid on the table; which were ordered, and, bein 
The resolution having been read, taken, resulted as follows: ° 
Mr. J. demanded the previous question. | YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q@. Adams, Ander. 
Mr. McHENRY submitted an inquiry, having || son, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayley, Bell, Biggs, 





_ reference to the order of this proceeding, under a || Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Au- 


motion of suspension to receive such resolutions as || gustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cathcart, 
would not give rise to debate ; but the Speaker hav- || Cobb, Cranston, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 


| for the previous question, Mr. McH. did not pur- 1] gerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hup- 
sue the point of order further, but expressed the | ter, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel 
| P. King, Lumpkin, McClean, McDowell, McHep- 

And the question being taken on the demand for || ry, Mclilvaine, Marsh, Barclay Martin, Pollock, 
the previous question, the vote stood ayes 49, noes || Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Roberts, Julius Rock- 
43; (no quorum voting.) || well, Schenck, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers; and they were || Benjamin Thompson, Toombs, Trumbo, Vintoa, 
appointed. || Wheaton, Winthrop, and Wright—@2. 

And the question being again taken, the affirma- || _NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ash- 
tive vote stood ayes 89; and the noes having ‘‘ given || mun, Baker, Benton, James Black, Bowlin, Wm. 
it up,”’ there was a second to the demand for the || G. Brown, Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, John 
previous question. || G. Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cocke, 

Mr. EWING rose to inquire whether it was in || Collin, Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Cum. 
order to repeal a resolution of the last session by || mins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, 
another resolution, by a vote of the majority of | aan a Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, 


this House ? || Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foster, Garvin, Gen- 
The CHAIR said, that was a question for the | try, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
decision of the House. || Grover, Haralson, Herrick, G.S. Houston, S. D. 


Mr. G. W. JONES desired to be informed for | Hubbard, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
whose benefit these copies had been ordered to be {| Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Lawrence, 
printed. || Leake, Leib, Lewis, Ligon, Long, Maclay, Me- 

The CHAIR said, that that also was a question || Clelland, McCrate, McGaughey, McKay, tan ¢ 
for the consideration of the House. || Martin, Miller, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 

Mr. JONES. ‘Then, sir, have the old members || Parish, Payne, Perrill, Price, Reid, Ritter, J. A. 
|| Rockwell, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scam- 
| mon, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, L. H. Sims, 

Mr. JONES. I only wish to ask a question. || Simpson, Truman Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 

[Renewed cries to order.} Starkweather, Stephens, Strong, Sykes, Thibo- 

Mr. JONES. When the Clerk of the House | deaux, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Treadway, 
shall send these reports to the old members—— || Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Woodruff, Wood- 

[ Vociferous cries to order.] worth, Yancey, Yell, Young, and Yost—107. 

Mr. JONES. Can they frank them? _ So the House decided that the resolution should 

[Cries to order. ] || not be laid on the table. 

The CHAIR said that all these remarks were || Mr. I. E. HOLMES declined to vote, on the 
out of order. The question must be taken. | ground that he was interested. 3 

Mr. T. B. KING. What is the question? And the question then recurred on ordering the 

The CHAIR said it was on the adoption of the || main question. 








[Loud cries to order. ] 


| 





Mr. T. B. KING said he understood that the || 


| repeal a resolution of the last Congress 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ewine] sup- 


posed that a resolution of this session could not 





The CHAIR said debate was not in order. 


and Yost—57. 





nold, Ashmun, Baker, James Black, Blanchard, || would only have the copies to sell or distribute 
Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, | [Cries to order. 

William G. Brown, Buffington, Wm. W. Camp- || The CHAIR said the gentleman was not in order 
hell, Catheart, J. G. Chapman, Chipman, Cocke, || in debating the uestion. 

Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cummins, Cunning- |} Mr. SCHENCK said he rose, not to debate, 
ham, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, Delano, || but to make an inquiry. He had not distinctly 
Dixon, Douglass, Erdman, John H. Ewing, || heard the reading of the resolution. He desired 
Edwin H. Ewing, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, to know whether there was anything in it to prevent 
Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Hamp- | the next Congress from giving to themselves what- 
ton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, || ever documents this Congress might have ordered, 
John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hud- || but which might not have been received. 

son, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles 4 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, || the resolution to be read ? 

Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Levin, Long, Me- || Mr. SCHENCK said he did. 

Clean, McClelland, McDowell, McGaughey, || So the resolution was again read. 

McHenry, Mcellvaine, Marsh, Morris, Owen, || Mr. SCHENCK. There is nothing in it to 
Parish, Perrill, Pettit, Pollock, Rathbun, Relfe, || prevent the next Congress from taking our docu- 
Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, || ments. 

Root, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Schenck, || The CHAIR interposed to order. 

Seaman, Severanee, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, | Mr. T. B. KING rose and addressed the Chair. 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, || The SPEAKER said it was out of order 
Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benj. Thomp- |; Mr. KING said he knew that 
| 








son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trambo, Vance, || The SPEAKER. To discuss the resolution in 


| Mr. T. B. KING. Unless we give the members | 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ar- || of the last Congress the franking privilege, they | 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire || 


And the House having ordered that the main 

question (which was on the adoption of the reso- 

| lution) be now taken, 

|| Mr.RATHBUN and Mr. McHENRY demané- 

| ed the yeas and nays; which were refused. 
The question was then taken; and the resolution 

was adopted. 


ROTATION IN OFFICE. 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON offered the follow- 
| ing resolutions, on which he demanded the previous 
|| question: , oe 
|| Resolved, That rotation in office, in the opinion 
|| of this House, is one of the cardinal tenets 14 
|, Republican form of Government, and ought never 
| to be violated on any pretence whatever, and should 
|| be practised upon by all Administrations, regard- 
| less of their party names. a : 
| Resolved, That eight years, in the opinion of this 
House, is the longest term any individual ought 0 
|| be permitted to remain in office, whose & Ps 
|| ment is conferred upon the President of the v. 
|| States and the Heads of Departments, either by e 
| Constitution or by law; and at the expiration 0 
| said term of service, they should be considered - 
| eligible to reappointment. ; he 
| Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, - 
appointment of persons to office should be me at 
| upon the basis of representation from the om 7 
| States in the Congress of the United States; t™ 


i 





Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, |! any form; and the Chair has to inform the gentle. |! is to say, the whole number of persons appoint 
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